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The Hon. A. F. GRIF71TH: It is in my
hands so long as members will allow it to
be. In certain cases I am at their bidding.
We can deal with the various Phases of the
Bill, and any objections, during the Com-
mittee stage.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING, AND
IM4POUNDING ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Second Reading

Order of the Day read for resumption of
the debate from the 12th August.

Question put and passed.
Bll read a second time.

in Committee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 8 P.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL, £21,000,000

Assent

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

BLACK ROCKS DEEP-WATER PORT
Approval of Site and Cost of Inquiry

M.Af. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Did Sir Russell Dumas, when

Director of Works, approve of
Black Rocks as a suitable site
for a deep-sea port in the Derby
area?

(2) What is the likely cost to the
State Government of the inqluiry
by Maunsell & Partners regard-
ing the location of a deep-sea
port in the area?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) yes.
(2) The cost of a report by Maunsell

& Partners on the location and
type of structure best suited for
a deep-water port to serve the
West Kimberleys is likely to be
about £3,000.
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STATE INSTRUMENTALITIES

Number of Employees

2. Mr. ANDREW asked the Premier:

Would he give the number of
employees engaged in each of the
following State instrumentalities
on the 15th March, 1959, and at
the present time:-

(a) State Building Supplies,
Victoria Park yard;

(b) State Building supplies
(Timber Section), other
than Victoria Park yard;

(c) State Building Supplies
(Brick Works);

(d) State Engineering Works:
(e) Government Printing

Works:
(f) Public Works Department

Architectural Division;
(g) Midland Junction Railway

Workshops;,
(hi) Railway Department, other

than Midland Workshops;
0I) Government Tramways De-

partment?
Mr. BRAND replied:

At the 15th March, 1959-
(a) 331;
(b) 918;
(c) 210;
(d) 514;
(e) 309;
(f) 1,898;
(g) 2,961;
(h) 10,421;
(0) 883.

At the Present Time-
(a) 293;
(b) 873;
(c) 213;
(d) 391;
(e) 305;
(f) 1,425;
(g) 2,941;
(h) 10,297;
(i) 838.

COLLIE COAL

Fuel for Proposed Government
Laundry

3. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does the Government propose to

establish a laundry in the metro-
politan area, to meet the needs of
all Government institutions?

(2) If so, what fuel will be used for
heating Purposes?

(3) Will the Government give consid-
eration to the question of using
Collie coal?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Consideration is being given to

this matter.
(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1).

PERTH ROAD BOARD

Power to Strike a Uniform Rate

4. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

On the 26th August last I asked
the Minister for (a) the reasons
and (b) at whose instigation, the
Minister for Local Government re-
fused to approve the imposition of
rates on a certain basis as desired
by the Perth Road Board. As the
reply given was not an ans~wer to
the questions, but merely a state-
ment that the Minister exercised
discretionary power cast upon him
under a section of the Road Dis-
tricts Act, of which fact I was
already aware, will he now supply
me with an answer to the ques-
tions--

(1) Did he have approaches
made to him or the depart-
ment for the board's request
to be refused?

(2) If so, by whom?
(3) For what reasons did he

decide not to approve the
request?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Because:-

(a) The board having given
assurances for some years to
previous Ministers that it was
aiming at a uniform general
rate; having achieved that
object in 1956 and although
departing slightly from that
position in 1957 again achieved
that object in 1958; having
subsequently in 1958 secured
from the Governor an express
authority-a most unusual
practice and justifiable princi-
pally by the board's desire to
achieve uniformity in rating-
to permit it to levy uniform
loan rates also; having in the
current case decided to levy a
uniform loan rate over the
whole district and to levy a
uniform general rate over the
whole district with the ex-
ception of Hamnerstey ward in
which differential rating was
proposed; having failed to
make clear in correspendence
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any real reason to justify the
departure from uniformity in
the case of Hamersley ward;
had failed to satisfy the Mini-
ister in a personal discussion
that the real reason for diff er-
entiation against the ratepay-
era in the Hamersley ward
was any other than an attempt
on the grounds of expediency
to prevent the ratepayers of
that ward from being given
the advantage of a reduction
in rates to which they were
justly entitled, and a move to
reintroduce, what is consid-
ered indefensible in the case
of such a district, the system
of ward finance, by insisting
that works required for a
small portion of the Hamers-
ley ward would be allowed
only if the whole ward were
subject to a differential rate
almost 50 per cent. higher
than the rate in the remainder
of the district; and

(b) The Minister being charged by
Parliament through the Road
Districts Act with the respon-
sibility of giving or withhold-
ing consent to any departure
from the principle of a uni-
form rate; believing that in
such a case the Minister must
be satisfied that the proposal
is in the interests of the rate-
payers of Hamersley ward, the
Perth Road District generally,
and also of the broad princip-
les of good local government
and when not so satisfied must
refuse his consent: not being
so satisfied in this case, bear-
ing in mind the dictum Issued
on behalf of the previous ad-
ministration by the late
Hon. Gilbert Fraser, M.E.O.
as Minister for Local Govern-
ment, when he informed the
Local Government Association
on the 22nd August, 1958. when
that association raised this
question on behalf of the
Perth Road Board that .it is
the duty of the board to levy
a uniform rate unless it
obtains the consent of the
Minister and this consent, of
course, would be based upon
the board submitting a suffi-
ciently good case for differen-
tiation't ; having at first not
refused the request, but re-
ferred it back to the board for
further consideration, and, on
the board having simply re-
iterated its desire for a differ-
ential rate without giving any
new reasons, having offered to
meet representatives of the
board to discuss the matter,
which offer the board declined

to accept; having refused the
request and then accorded the
Board a further opportunity
to meet him to explain its
reasons; having subsequently
met the board, and discussed
the question without being
able to be informed of any
satisfactory reason to justify
the board's wish to differenti-
ate against the ratepayers of
Hamersley ward; and having
been permitted to hear a tape
recording of the special meet-
ing of the board which discus-
sed the whole question, which
reinforced the impression that
there was no adequate reason
for the differentiation-re-
fused his consent,

CLOVERDALJE SCHOOL
Site

5. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Has any further consideration

been given by the Education De-
partment to a more central site
for the proposed Cloverdale prim-
ary school?

(2) If not, will he request his de-
partment to review again the pre-
vious decision on this proposed
site?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Watts) replied:
(1) and (2) Yes; but as the position

is being closely investigated by the
State and Commonwealth Gov-
ernments as to possible effects of
jet aircraft using the Guildford
Airport in the area, no finality
has yet been reached.

KEWDAJJE SCHOOL
Proposed Additions

6. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Education,.
(1) What proposed additions are

planned for the Kewdale school?
(2) When is it anticipated that a start

will be made on these extensions?
Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Watts) re-

plied:
(I)
(2)

One additional room.
At the beginning of 1960.

BORDEN-RAVENSTHORPE ROAD
Formation, Sea~ing, and Bituminisation

7. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What mileage of road will be

formed between Borden and
Ravensthorpe this financial year?

(2) What mileage will be sealed be-
tween Borden and Ravensthorpe
this financial year?
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(3) What mileage will be bituminised
between Borden and Ravensthorpe
this financial year?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Funds have been provided for

forming and improving some 30
miles of road between Borden and
Ravensthorpe.

(2) Funds have been provided for the
sealing of 20 miles of the road be-
tween Borden and Ravensthorpe.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

RAVENSTHORPE-ESPERANCE ROAD

Formation, Sealing, and Bituminisation

8. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What mileage of road will be

formed between Ravensthorpe and
Esperance this financial year?

(2) What mileage will be sealed be-
tween Ravensthorpe and Esper-
ance this financial year?

(3) What mileage will be bitumninised
between Ravensthorpe and Esper-
ance this financial year?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) Fuands have beeen provided for

construction and priming with
bitumen of eight miles of this
road west from Shark Lake.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

NORSEMAN-ESPERANCE ROAD

Formation, Sealing, and Bituminisat ion

9. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What mileage of road between

Norseman and Esperance will be
formed and sealed this financial
year?

(2) When is it expected that the
black road between Norsemnan and
Esperance will be completed?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) There are 52 miles which remain

to be sealed on the Norseman-
Esperance road. Of this, 29 miles
has still to be formed; 23 miles
already primed.

(2) By the 30th June, 1980.

ALBANY

Housing Commission's Building
Programme

10. Mr. I-ALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) What finance will be made avail-

able for erection of houses by the
State Housing Commission at
Albany this financial year?

(2) What number of single-bedroom
houses will be built by the State
Housing Commission at Albany
from finance as made available
this financial year?

(3) What number of two-bedroom
houses will be built at Albany this
financial year by the State Hous-
ing Commission?

(4) What number of three-bedroom
houses will be built by the State
Housing Commission at Albany
this financial year?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) It is estimated that under all
schemes, the commission will
spend £120,000 in connection with
the erection of new houses.

(2) The number of single-bedroom
houses has not been determined:
this will depend on the relative
demand.

(3) At present it is not intended to
build two-bedroom houses, except
where required by contract with
individual applicants.

(4) Eighteen three-bedroom and seven
two-bedroom and sleepout group
houses will be built by the com-
mission in this financial year.

PORT HEDLAND

Widening and Deepening of Harbour

11. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West:

Will the work of widening and
deepening Port Hedland Harbour
still be carried out even if the
Commonwealth Government re-
fuses financial assistance?

Mr. COURT replied:

No decision has been made.

MARBLE BAR POST OFFICE

Erection o/ New Building

12. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Premier:

What was the outcome of inquiries
made to the Commonwealth re-
garding the replacement of the
post office building at Marble Bar?

Mr. BRAND replied:

The Postmaster-General has ad-
vised that the replacement of the
Marble Bar post office building is
a matter for urgent consideration.
Further information is being
sought as to the actual proposas
of the Postmaster-General's De-
partment.
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STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Northf-West Tonnages, and Passengers

Carried
13. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister

for the North-West:
(1) What was the total tonnage of

cargoes carried by State ships to
and from North-West ports for-

(a) 1957;
(b) 1958:
(c) 1959?

(2) What numbers of passengers were
carried for the same periods?

(3) Is it the intention of his Govern-
went to obtain the additional ship
ordered by the previous Govern-
meat?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) The State Shipping Service's

financial and statistical year ends
on the 31st December. The fol-
lowing figures are therefore for
the respective years ended the
31st December.

Year.
1956 ..
1957
1958
6 months to

30th June,
1959

(2)-

Year.
1956
1957
1958 ..
6 months to

30th June,
1959

Toninages.
Northward. Southward.
64,907 43,050
63,080 47,340
65,565 42,363

31,695 16,247

Passengers.
Northward. Sothward.

1,210 1,148
1,387 1,374

917 1,062

726 472
(3) Yes. The contract was placed with

Evans Deakin and Co. Ltd. of
Brisbane on the 17th March, 1959.

CUE-GERALDTON RAILWAY

Cost of Preparing for Haulage of iron Ore
14. Mr. BURT asked the Minister for

Railways:
If it were desired to haul up to
4,000 tons of Iron ore weekly by
rail from Cue to Geraldton for a
period of five years, would he give
an estimate of expenditure neces-
sary to bring the permanent way
to the required standard, assum-
ing that the single-line railway
would be used?

Mr. COURT replied:
On the basis of a five-year dura-
tion, and if materials were avail-
able from a discontinued line,
only re-laying with such materials
would be necessary at a cost
approaching £100,000, with an

additional £16,000 per annum for
added maintenance staff. The
economics of the proposition
would, of course, be fully
examined before the authorisa-
tion of any such expenditure.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT

Responsibility for Non-operation

15. Mr. TONKIN asked the Attorney-
General:
(1) As section 12, subsection (2) (b)

of the Electoral Districts Act pro-
vides that a proclamation shall be
issued "if in the report by the
Chief Electoral Officer to the Min-
ister to whom the administration
of the Electoral Act, 1907-1940 is
for the time being committed as
to the state of the rolls made up
for any triennial election, it
appears that the enrolment in not
less than five electoral districts
falls short of or exceeds by twenty
per centurn the quota as ascer-
tained for such districts under this
Act", and it does so appear in the
report which the Chief Electoral
Officer made more than four
months ago, who is responsible for
the non-operation of the law?

(2) By what authority does the person
responsible derive the power to
prevent a law of this Sovereign
State from operating?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Watts) replied:
(1) The Parliament of the State. It

revoked the proclamation issued
on the 1st April last by an Act
passed for that purpose.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

SWAN RIVER CONSERVATION
BOARD

Members and Representation

16. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Works:

Who are the members of the Swan
River Conservation Board, and
what interests do they represent
on the Board?

Mr. WILD replied:
Mr. R. J. Bond (Chairman).
Mr. C. S. Paterson, Mr. W. J.
Lucas (Perth City Council).
Mr. M. Kott, Mr. E. G. Smith, Mr.
L. A. Jones, Mr. M. A. G. Anderson
(Local Government Association
nominees).
Mr. Rt. 0. Bestman (National Fit-
ness Council nominee).
Mr. W. Rt. Courtney (W.A. Aquatic
Council nominee).
Mr. N. 0. Humphries (Chamber of
Manufactures nominee).
Mr. F. L. W. Morison (Metropoli-
tan Water Supply Department).
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Mr. C. E. Flower (Public Health Mr. Irlam was asked his reason
Department).
Mr. N. J. Henry (Public Works De-
partment).
Mr. K. 0. Forsyth (Harbour and
Light Department).
Dr. L. W. Samuel (Government
Chemical Laboratories).
Mr. H. Camm (Lands and Surveys
Department).
Mr. C. L. Steffanoni (Town Plan-
ning Board).
The last seven are the Ministers'
nominees.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

NATIVES AT HALLS CREEK

Alleged Clash withf Police

1.Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Min-
ister for Native Welfare:

Has the Minister any information
concerning the report of recent
clashes between polioce and
natives in the Halls Creek area?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
The member for Narrogin asked
me about this matter previously,
and the files disclose that these
Press reports were entirely with-
out foundation. I think perhaps
I should give a few details to the
House. because the departmental
officers have undertaken a very
long patrol to cheek the position.
A visit was made by an officer to
Sturt Creek Station on the 26th
Instant with a view to ascertain-
ing the position and obtaining in-
formation on the recent much-
publicised reports of natives fight-
ing at the above-mentioned sta-
tion. The patrol officer states-

Sturt Creek Station manager,
Mr. R. Irlam, is quite disgusted
over the whole matter as there
was no foundation to the news-
paper reports which caused con-
cern and embarrassment to
both Mr. and Mrs. Irlam. Ap-
parently Mr. Irlam sent a tele-
gram to the Halls Creek police;
contents are as follows:-

Officer in Charge. Police. Halls
Creek:

Appreciate you come Sturt
as soon as possible STOP
Could You arrange sisters
at hospital let me know
when expect you-Manager.

This message being passed over
the air was picked up by a Halls
Greek news correspondent who
built a story on it. Everyone is
at a loss as to how a construc-
tion of disturbances and spear
fighting could be placed on such
a message.

for sending that message in the
first place and his explanation
was that the station was ex-
periencing a bad outbreak of
scabies and he wanted the
walkabout people to move on
while he had his station
natives treated. When this was
completed the walkabouts could
return. There was also a large
number of dogs roaming around
and he wanted the police to do
something about that also.
The manager of Sturt Creek
Station was asked if any desert
natives had recently come in
foraging for food and the
answer was no. I was informed
that even if they did come in
they would have been fed.
Whilst at Gordon Downs and
Ruby Plains Stations, the same
questions were asked as to
whether desert natives had
come in recently and the
answers were again negatfye.
The walkabout people at Sturt
Creek have been sitting down
at the station for several
months so these could not be
classed as recent arrivals.

The final comment of the patrol
officer to the Native Welfare Con-
troller at Derby was to the effect
that there appeared to be no
foundation for the Press report at
all. It was a story built up on
the misconstruction of a telegram
sent ove; the pedal wireless sys-
tem in the area. It was most un-
fortunate because it probably re-
sulted in some misgivings being
created in other parts of Australia
as to our administration in that
portion of the Kimberleys. Also,
considerable expense was incurred
by departmental officers in investi-
gating a report which was without
foundation. I hope that if any
other reports are obtained by the
Press from time to time, they will
verify them with officers of the
department concerned, or at least
get some comment before publica-
tion, because this present situa-
tion is what can arise if some un-
verified report is accepted from a
very distant area.

MINISTERIAL VISITS TO
ELECTORATES

Notification to Members Concerned

2. Mr. MOTE asked the Minister for
Works:

In connection with his visit to
Kalgoorlie at the week-end, when
he received a deputation from the
Kalgoorlie Road Board on local
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matters, who were the local mem-
bers of Parliament who were ad-
vised of his visit; and if they were
not advised, why not?

Mr. WILD replied:
To the best of my knowledge, all
members were advised. My office
was told to notify them; and I
understand that that was done,
because two or three members
came up to see me.

3. Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Works:

I wish to advise the Minister that
no members with whom I have
discussed-

The SPEAKER: Is the member for
Boulder going to ask a question?

Mr. MOIR: Yes. It seems that the
notices were not sent out. Will
the Minister give an undertaking
that when he is visiting an elec-
torate, he will follow the practice
of previous Ministers of notifying
the members concerned?

Mr. WILD replied:
Yes. If the honourable member
did not receive a notification. I
apologise. Some of the others
must have known, because they
turned up at the meeting. If my
office has overlooked sending a
notice to him, I am prepared to
take full blame and will ensure
that it does not occur again.

4. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Works:

Does the Minister realise that I
also failed to receive notification?

Mr. WILD replied:
The same 'applies to the member
for Kalgoorlie.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Number Dismissed

5. Mr. BRAND: I promised to obtain
Some information for the member
for East Perth as to the total
number of persons who have been
dismissed by the present Govern-
ment. This information Is as fol-
lows:-

State Electricity Commission.
Two dismissed.
Twenty - two retrenched

through lack of work.
Education Department.

One dismissed - fo un d
guilty of criminal charge.

Charcoal iron Industry.
Twelve dismissed-unsatis-

factory. (Twelve re-
placed.)

Railways.
Seventy - one dismissed-

misconduct and unsuit-
able,

Ninety - seven dismissed-
completion of engage-
ment.

State Building Supplies.
Twenty - two dismissed-

lack of work.
Department of industrial

Development.
Two dismissed-lack of

work.
Department of Agriculture.

Pour dismissed-unsatisfac-
tory and misconduct.
(Four replaced.)

Public Works Department, Main
Roads Department, State
Engineering Works, Water
Supply Department.

Six hundred and seventy-
eight dismissed.

State Housing Commission.
Nine dismissed. Five ob-

tained other positions be-
fore expiration of notice.

Lands Department.
Pour dismissed-lack of

work.
Forests Department.

Three dismissed-two unfit
and one unsatisfactory.

Tramways.
Twenty-seven dismissed.

Claremont Mental Hospital.
TWO dismissed-one failure

to Pass examination and
one misconduct.

NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR. ROSS HUTCHINS-ON (Cottesloe-

Minister for Health) [4.521 in moving the
second reading said: This Bill will be seen
to repeal paragraph (a) of subsection (ia)
of section 3 of the Act and re-enact that
paragraph as laid down herein. The
Act provides for the registration of
persons trained in the branch of mental
nursing, provided they pass examinations
conducted by the Nurses Registration
Board. This provision was inserted in the
Act in 1944; and it provided for the regis-
tration of persons who had previously ob-
tained a hospital certificate from a hospital
training centre, if they applied for regis-
tration within two years from the date of
the amendment.

Reference should be made to the 1944
amendment at this stage, and I will do so
in general terms; because members will
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readily appreciate that the amendment at
this time before the Chamber is very simi-
lar to that of 1944. The 1944 amendment
states--

Every mental nurse, who at the time
of the commencement of this subsec-
tion holds a certificate for mental
nursing issued to her prior to, the
commencement of this subsection
under the regulations made under the
Lunacy Act, 1920, shall be deemed to
be qualified under this Act as a mental
nurse, and, upon application in writing
signed by her and made within two
years after the date of the commence-
ment of this subsection, shall be
registered as such.

Mr. Nulsen: Will this amendment apply
to males, as well as females?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:, Of course!
The honourable member will note that a
slight change has been made; and it is the
masculine gender that is referred to in the
Bill before us, because that includes the
feminine under the Constitution Act,
whereas the feminine gender does not in-
clude the masculine. I have read out the
amendment of 1944 in order that members
might appreciate how close Its provisions
are to the amendment contained in the
Bill before us. Apparently, as that amend-
ment took effect during the war years,
which were particularly difficult times, its
provisions were overlooked or not apprecia-
ted by many people to whom they applied.
It is certain that they were not fully
appreciated by the mental nurses them-
selves.

in the two years from 1944 to 1948,' many
of these nurses did not avail themselves of
the opportunity given them for registra-
tion. I do not think any blame should be
laid at anyone's door in this respect , be-
cause this occurred during the war years
when many difficulties had to be faced by
the administration, inasmuch as those con-
verned were working with a very small
staff during that period.

Mr. Nulsen: Will this measure have any
effect on the orderlies?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: No; on men-
tal nurses only. At that time, when the
staff was at a low ebb numerically, there
were apparently many misunderstandings
as to the significance of the amendment.
This Bill corrects and remedies a situation
in regard to the registration of mental
nurses which, as I have said, arose out of
the inadequate implementation of the 1944
amendment. The Mental Health Services
have been subject to a close scrutiny by
Dr. Moynagh, the inspector-General of
Mental Health Services; and he has found
that approximately 150 members of his
trained staff possess hospital training cer-
tificates but are not registered: and some
of the mental nurses obtained their hos-
pital certificates after the year 1946-
something which should not have hap-
pened, but which did happen.

It is now appreciated that the Nurses
Registration Act rants preference in em-
ployment in Government hospitals to regis-
tered nurses; and this presents a diffculty
at present in the case of mental nurses
having hospital certificates only, in regard
to Promotion policies, as these qualified
mental nurses are not registered.

Furthermore, registration is a great ad-
vantage to mental nurses, as it makes
possible a degree of reciprocity with other
States and with other countries. In addi-
tion, it is believed that recognised regis-
tration will enhance the status of the
mental nurses. The amendment permits
all mental nurses now in possession of
training school certificates--what is gen-
erally known as the hospital certificate-
and thosG who are nearing the end of their
training at present, to register up to the
end of 1960. From then on. only those
mental nurses who pass the examinations
laid down by the board will be eligible for
registration. As I said at the outset, this
measure repeals the 1944 amendment and
re-enacts it In a form which will give more
general satisfaction. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Nulsen, debate
adjourned.

RAILWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Railways) (5.0) in moving the second
reading said: This Bill, to amend the
Railways Classification Board Act is de-
signed to give legislative effect to practices
which have been in force in respect of
proceedings before the board for many
years. In the first place, an amendment
to the Act became necessary when, in a
recent case, the board pointed out that
although section 15 (1) of the Act em-
powers the board-among other things--
to classify certain salaried positions in the
Railway Department, it did not empower
the board to make an award in such
matters. Opportunity has also been taken
to bring forward other amendments te
certain sections to bring them into line
with current practice. I will now make
some brief comments on the amendments
proposed.

one subclause Is in connection with per-
sons engaged in a professional capacity.
These are covered by an award of the
Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion. Commission in which provision is
made for a classification committee to
deal with classifications of officers; and
therefore such officers are not now subject
to the Railways Classification Board. The
amendment will exclude those employed
in a professional capacity from sections
15 (1) (a) of the pricipal Act.
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From time to time an alteration in
classification of an officer's position is
necessary from the point of view of the
commission, owing to some change in
duties or responsibility; and although the
right of the commission to so apply has
not been challenged by the board or the
Railway Officers' Union or any officer,
opportunity is being taken to make
legislative provision for this right by the
insertion of a new paragraph (e) in sub-
section (1) of section 15 of the principal
Act.

A further Provision In the Bill will make
It clear that the board has power to make
awards in respect of matters in section
15, subsection (1). paragraphs (a), (b), or
(c). Section 21 of the principal Act pro-
vides that an award may be varied at any
time after the expiration of six months
on the application of one of the parties
to the award, and also at any time after
the expiration of a further period of six
months. The intention of the amendment
is that an appeal or application for
alteration in classification will not be
limited by the six months provision.

Such an amendment is necessary be-
cause the board first considers and makes
an award on matters other than classifi-
cation of officers, and merely includes
the existing classification in the new
award. Following the issue of the award,
officers and the department may then
lodge applications for reclassification of
positions; and the board, after hearing
them, amends the award, often prior to
the expiration of the first six months after
issue of the main award. Such an event
Is likely to occur this year in respect of
a new award which became effective as
from the 4th July, 1959.

Yet another amendment is to provide
that when the board upholds an appeal or
grants an application for variation in
classification, the board shall vary the
award according to its decision. A further
amendment Is designed to clarify the
existing provision in subsection (1) of
section 22B of the principal Act; and it is
possible, by reason of the propsals in the
Hill, to amend as in 2 (e) and 3 (b) of
the amending Bill.

If the union considers the commission
Is not complying with any provision of
the award, including classification of an
officer-which by this amending Hill will
legally form part of an award-or where
a decision of the board in respect of any
award is not being complied with it is
contended that the union, as a party to
the award-and not an individual officer-
should institute any enforcement proceed-
ings in the prescribed manner. The
amended wording would simplify the
reading of the subsection and will con-
form with Practice currently followed.

As I stated at the commencement, the
Bill is designed to give effect to current
practice. In the main, it arises from a

current case when the board Pointed out
certain anomalies in the Principal Act:
and for that reason the Government
agreed to introduce this amending Hill.
I move-

That the Hill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Brady, debate
adjourned.

INDUSTRY (ADVANCES)
AMENDMENT BILL

ACT

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 6th August.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [5.5]: This Bill
seeks to amend the Industry (Advances)
Act of 1947.. Its purpose is to legalise
transactions which have already taken
place in connection with the construction
of a motor vehicle parking building at the
corner of Stirling Street and James Street
in the City of Perth. The buildings are
generally known as Canterbury Court; and
the company, as Canterbury Court Pty.
Ltd. I think the Bill has become neces-
sary because of a spirit of super-abund-
ant caution exercised by the legal advisers
to the Prudential Assurance Company.

Briefly, the facts are that the previous
Government decided to guarantee the as-
surance company in question in relation
to the moneys which it was prepared to
advance to the building company to have
this new structure erected. Subsequently,
the assurance company's legal adviser gave
his company an opinion to the effect that
the Government of Western Australia did
not, under this particular Act, have auth-
ority to advance or guarantee moneys for
a purpose such as the construction of this
building.

The legal advice which our Government
received at the time was that the Act did
give sufficient authority in that direction.
Also, our own Crown Law officers, when
the matter was questioned by the lawyer
for the assurance company, sought advice
from outside counsel; and that advice was
in line, very largely, with the advice ten-
dered by our own Crown Law officers.

However, the Prudential Assurance
Company-in the circumstances quite
naturally, I suppose-accepted the advice
of its own lawyers. Consequently, the
company refused to make available the
cash which was required to enable this
building to proceed. Alter considerable
negotiations, the Government decided to
introduce a Bill to Parliament, and this
was done last year.

The Bill might have passed in one form
or another except for the fact that in this
House the Government at that stage
wanted a general authority; and, secondly.
in another House, Party politics to some
extent obtruded themselves into the con-
sideration of that Bill. So no helpful
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legislation was passed last year. As a
result, the officers of the Rt. & I. Bank and
the State Treasury Department nego-
tiated with officers of the Commonwealth
Bank in Perth, and finally an arrangement
was entered into whereby the Common-
wealth Bank agreed to advance the amount
of cash required to keep the contract
moving.

That money was made available on the
distinct understanding that Parliament,
this session, would pass the legislation re-
quired to satisfy the Prudential Assurance
Company, thereby allowing the Com-
monwealth Bank to be repaid whatever
amount of money it might have made
available in the meantime. Finally, the
Commonwealth Bank agreed to make the
money available only when agreement had
been reached by the leaders of the three
main political Parties-the Liberal Party,
the Labour Party, and the Country Party
-that appropriate legislation would be
supported by the leaders of those three
Parties in Parliament this year and would
be supported by most, if not all, of their
supporters in the Parliament. So this Bill is
here for the purpose of setting the situa-
tion right beyond any question In the
legal sense.

Naturally, in all the circumstances, I
support the Bill. All I want to say in con-
clusion is that I very much regret-as I
am sure every member on both sides of
the House very much regrets-the fact
that yesterday a workman was killed as
a result of an accident on the building.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Message-Apropri ation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Minister for Health) [5.151 in moving the
second reading said: This Bill will help
to provide a long-needed health reform in
the provision of septic tank installations
in certain schools; and it also fulfils a
pre-election promise made by this Govern-
ment. It does not require any stretch of
the imagination to recall the extent to
which the previous Government was criti-
cised by the then Opposition for its failure
to provide septic tank installations at
schools which were served Only by a pan
system of night-soil disposal,

As will be remembered, many questions
on this subject were asked both inside and
outside Parliament. Many letters were
addressed to the Government, to members
generally, and to the Press, all stressing
the fact that the then Government should
have begun the work of replacing the old
unhygienic pan system operating at Many
schools, with the more modern septic tank
installations. It shiouldi therefore be a
matter of considerable public satisfaction
to know that this Government is taking
active steps to implement this health re-
form in schools.

When I say that in approximately 40
schools it has been found necessary, for
one reason or another, to employ teachers
and/or pupils to dispose of the contents
of the sanitary pans, it will be realised how
desirable it is that there should be a con-
version to the more modern disposal
method. It gives mae further pleasure to
inform the House that the Government's
proposal to install septic tanks In schools
by means of loans raised by local authori-
ties is already under way. Although no
actual building work has yet begun, the
preliminary work has largely been accomp-
lished for a number of schools. During
the latter part of last month approximately
20 schools were listed as having satisfac-
tory water supplies, and buildings that
could be converted. An estimrated cost
was also taken out for each school.

Mr. Lewis: Does this apply to school
quarters?

Mr. ROSS HUTrCHINSON: Where pos-
sible it would include school quarters; but
where the cost is too heavy, that may have
to wait.

Mr. J. Hegney: Does this come out of
the loan funds of the road boards?

Mr. Brand: Yes; and it is a matter for
their decision.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The inter-
jections made indicate there is not a real
understanding of the loan arrangements
that will be made; and if the honourable
member will bide his time a little, he will
find that the matter will be ironed out to
the satisfaction of all concerned.

Mr. J. Hegney: Like you used to bid1e
your time

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The esti-
mates of costs have been submitted: and
all that remains to be done in regard to
these schools-approximately 20 of them
-is for agreement to be reached between
the local governing authority and the Gov-
ernmient, following which tenders will be
called for the work.

I should say at this stage that the
Minister for Education has been extremely
helpful and co-operative in assisting to
get the scheme under way..- I would also
like to pay a tribute to the co-operation
extended by the Departments of Public
Works and Local Government.
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So much I think can be said for the Bill
in general terms. I shall now refer to the
measure more specifically. As most mem-
bers will realise, the Health Act has, for
many years, conferred on local authorities
the power to install septic tanks on the
Premises of private householders-their
ratepayers-and to enter into agreement
with the householders for the recovery of
the capital cost and interest under a de-
ferred payment scheme. This arrange-
ment, however, did not extend to proper-
ties of the Crown; and the Bill seeks to
extend that power.

Mr. Nulsen: This means that the Gov-
errnent will be put on the same basis as
private persons?

Mr. ROSS HTrCHINSON: Not quite.
The provisions of the Bill are such as to
enable local authorities to enter into an
agreement with the Government so that
septic tank installations may be provided
on Crown properties. To be a little more
specific on this point, I would say that the
passing of the Bill will mean that schools
in the territories of the municipal corpora-
tions may be provided with septic tanks;
whereas at present schools in road board
areas only may be incorporated under this
scheme. Secondly, the measure empowers
the Crown to enter into agreement with
the local authority which will raise a loan
to meet the cost of the installation under
a deferred payment arrangement.

In further explanation, I Would point out
that the local authorities will actually raise
the loan for the work and, under an agree-
ment, the Government will repay this
loan over a period of up to 15 years; and
tenders will be called for the work. The
Government will repay the loans.

Mr. Nulsen: The Government will then
reimburse those local authorities?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is so.
Another provision has been included in the
measure, which enables local authorities or
the Government, under the scheme, to pro-
vide ablutionary facilities in connection
.with any septic tank installations. There
was a slight hitch in the plans earlier and
this particular provision was not consid-
ered; but on the situation being explored,
it was found that power did not exist under
this arrangement for the provision of
ablutionary facilities with septic tank in-
stallations. It goes without saying that the
necessity for ablutionary facilities in
schools where septic tank installations are
provided is self-explanatory. That virtually
concludes my second reading speech on the
Bill. The loans will be raised by the local
authorities when agreement has been
reached between the local authority and
the Crown.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do they raise special
loans for this purpose?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: A close ex-
amination has been made of all local
authorities where it is hoped that septic
tank installations will be provided at

schools, and it has been found that all
those local authorities have adequate
amounts of loan moneys which could be
used for this purpose. I might also point
out that the local authorities will in all
probability be very glad to join in this
scheme, as they will have no costs to face
whatsoever; actually, it will be revenue-
producing for them, as interest will be paid
on the loan raised. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Nulsen, debate
adjourned.

TOURIST BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 18th August.
MR. KELLY (Merredin-Vilgarn) t5.27]:

To my mind this Bill represents another
instance of the Government shelving its
responsibilities and relegating its authority
to an appointed body. We have had ample
evidence that this means of getting out
from under has been adopted by the Gov-
ernment on many occasions during its short
term of office. There is also every indica-
tion of the Premier scrambling to get on
what I might call the tourist band wagon.
I think, too, be has allowed himself to be
caught up in what I would again ternm
Press- sponsored hysteria.

Another factor that is very evident is
that there has been a great deal of sales
propaganda by travel agents and such
organisations as A.N.T.A. There are hund-
reds of organisations of aL similar character,
or with the same object in view, as A.N.T.A.
They are all, of course, naturally mostly
concerned with the profit side in promoting
the tourist trade.

It is rather significant and singular to
note-and this can be done by an analysis
of the accounts of many of these people-
that tourists and Governments are the
chief financiers of these various organis-
ations. I think the tourist value to a State,
particularly a State such as ours, is greatly
overrated.

Mr. Roberts: Why?
Mr. KELLY: At a later stage I intend to

analyse the channels into which the tourist
finance is directed-that is, tourism to the
State-and I think I can show the House
conclusively that little of this money be-
comes available to the Government.

The Premier indicated that special funds
would be set aside for tourist develop-
ment. I am in complete agreement that
special funds should be set aside. How-
ever, there should be a limit to the amount
of finance that will be made available to
the tourist industry. The present grant
is totally inadequate, and I feel there are
a number of channels into which finance
could be directed which would be of great
advantage to Western Australia. But let
us keep tourism within a very clear
perspective.
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Tourism, and the amount of money that
is put into the tourist trade, must be on
a balanced basis with normal State pro-
gress. The Government should avoid
what is largely becoming vested pressure
where the advocacy of increased tourist
activities is concerned. The tourist in-
dustry, too, is becoming very highly corn-
mercialised. The Premier, in the few
short months that he has been Minister
for Tourists, appears to have developed
an expensive tourist outlook.

I do not think that Western Australia
can afford to greatly expand its tourist
appeal if the financial cast, exceeds by far
the economic potential of tourism. This
State cannot afford a lavish tourist out-
lay at the expense of other services to the
people. I have in mind such things as
hospitals, roads, and schools. When we
were in government, members of the pre-
sent Government frequently informed us
that expenditure proposed by us was
needed more urgently for other projects.

Particularly is that the case when
money is spent in endeavouring to bring
to the State the elusive tourists of the
world to the detriment of many of our
country districts. The Victorian Govern-
ment. recently, or within the last few
years, set up a tourist development auth-
ority. This authority was handed the
magnificent sum of £250,000. The Bill
which the Premier introduced has been
drafted very closely on the lines of the
Victorian legislation. However, there is
no comparison between the spending
power of Victoria and that of Western
Australia. There is no comparison be-
tween the relevant cases of the two
States.

We know that Victoria ran Into quite
a number of difficulties-difficulties far
beyond the ordinary teething troubles ex-
pected in a new organisation of this kind.
it can be quite easily imagined that there
would be teething problems. There would
be quite a number of unforeseen factors
which would take some time to readjust.
But this was a matter that did not re-
main in the teething stage; it has con-
tinued over the years and given trouble
to the Victorian Government.

Repeatedly, the committee or authority
has fallen foul of many other honorary
bodies within the State; and we have here
in this State many like bodies acting in a
similar capacity. One was mentioned in
answer to a question tonight. I refer to
the Swan River Conservation Committee.
This committee could easily be embroiled
in difficulties with an authority of the
kind proposed. The State Gardens Board.
like its eqiuivalent in Victoria, could get
into a lot of trouble, and unnecessary de-
lay would take place In its activities. The
King's Park Board Is another such body:
and a very topical board at the present
moment would be the Rottnest Island

Board of Control. That board could be
faced with more problems than it has on
its hands at the present time.

Mr. Hovell: That is saying something!
Mr. KELLY: At the present time they

are not insurmountable; but if an author-
ity of this kind were set up, the problems
of that board and other authorities-such
as the State Gardens Board, local govern-
ing authorities throughout the metropoli-
tan area, and the Parks and Reseives
Board-would be extremely difficult to
solve. The King's Park Board, in regard
to a pool, could again come into a serious
degree of limelight.

Mr. Owen: What about Rottniest Island?
Mr. KELLY: I have already mentioned

Rottnest Island, In an authority of this
kind, the Perth City Council would un-
doubtedly have a deterring factor on its
hands which would cause it a great deal
of difficulty. Even the Public Works De-
partment would get into quite a lot of
trouble; because, according to the Bill,
that department is to have a representa-
tive on the proposed authority.

There are also many branches of aquatic
bodies throughout the metropolitan area
which experience g r eat difficulty in
correlating their ideas with those of an
authority of the kind suggested under the
Bill. The Premier was very careful not
to call this authority a board. I do not
think that "board" is a favourite name
with the public. The Premier skidded
around that point very well, and I give
him full marks for using the word
"authority". This gets away from the
unpleasant term of "board", or the
wrongly applied term of "board".

I feel this body would have far too
much authority and would thereby inter-
fere too much in the affairs of welfare
and honorary bodies operating in the
State. This would be brought about be-
cause of a divergence of opinions and
interests. Therefore, to emulate the set-
up in Victoria at this stage would be to
go from the sublime to the ridiculous.

The Premier gave no indication of the
amount of finance which he intended to
earmark for this authority. I think the
House should have been taken fully into
his confidence when he introduced the
measure; and members should have been
given some idea as to what the limiting
factor would be in regard to the financing
of this authority. Having gone into the
matter thoroughly prior to bringing the
Bill before the House; and having made
his second reading speech; the Premier,
by this time, should have a clear-cut
picture in his mind of what the commit-
ments of an organisation of this kind are
likely to be.

I want to know; and many other people
will want to know; and I would be sur-
prised if any member in this Chamber



[Tuesday, 1 September, 1959.1 29

allowed the Bill to pass without know-
lng just what amount of money this
authority is likely to have at its disposal.
What is its maximum and minimum in
spending power? There is insufficient
information contained in the Bill to Satisfy
me that this authority is being established
on sound lines. The Bill is tantamount
to an open cheque, and it seems as though
the sky will be the limit.

The Premier may think he will be able
to effectively control an authority of this
kind, but I warn him that that is not
the experience elsewhere. He is going to
be no more a strong man in this case
than many others in various parts who
have found an Act similar to this Bill
difficult to administer. In making these
comments I have no desire to detract from
the value of tourism-as I said earlier,
within limits-because there is room for
expansion and a lot of improvement. There
Is also room for the expenditure of quite
an amount of money; but it is time we
stopped deceiving ourselves and came
down to earth to examine just what we
have by way of a tourist potential.

We have to face facts, and get tourism
generally in a very clear perspective to
enable us to see where we are heading
and where the limits are. Let us examine
some of the matters pertaining to the
tourist potential. Whom do we hope to
attract as tourists? I say that in a very
particular sense. I know that every
member in this Chamber will have in his
own mind the type of people and the
brand of tourist business he would like
to see comning to Western Australia.

But what sfoes this Bill envisage in the
way of inducing tourism to Western Aus-
tralia, and at what cost? Are we to
attract people from Europe, England,
America, New Zealand, Africa, India, Ire-
land, or a dozen and one other places? Or
is our main object to cater for the inter-
state tourist trade? Or do we hope to stimu-
late a desire to travel more extensively
among our own People so they will go to
various parts of the State of Western
Australia?

I think these are the three separate
categories which all have their place in
the setting up of a tourist organisation.
But what Is the Premier's ultimate idea in
connection with these different avenues?
Throughout his remarks when introducing
the Bill, the Premier placed a great deal
of importance on what I would call "the
attraction faith on climate". Undoubtedly
we do have a. wonderful climate which, I
suppose, is unsurpassed anywhere else In
Australia; and, indeed, in many other
parts of the world.

We have unlimited sunshine and a re-
liable climate except that, when one is
looking for rain for the growing of wheat,
one may not get it! However, I speak of
the climate in the same terms as the

Premier; but it is not sufficient in itself to
warrant the expenditure of a lot of money
in trying to bring people here. We have
wonderful beaches the beautiful Swan
River; outstanding wildflowers; and a
friendly, leisurely people. That is often
said. But we will not attract tourists just
because the inhabitants of the State are a
friendly, leisurely people.

Mr. Lawrence:. It all depends on whether
you are goodlooking or not.

Mr. KELLY: There are many other
things. I can instance our coastline: our
jarrab; our karri; our scattered major in-
dustries--primary, gold, and crayfishing-
and a dozen other things. Then we
have yachting and fishing; and the eaves
are an attraction. There is nothing new
or alluring in any of these wonderful things
to bring people thousands of miles just to
indulge in a "look-see." Our estuaries are
beautiful; but would an estuary or a suc-
cession of estuaries be sufficient to war-
rant the setting up of an organisation of
this kind to spend a lot of hard-come-by
State finance? I do not think so. I do
not think that tourists would consider It
worth their time or money to come long
distances to see many of our attractions.

Mr. Brand: You said at the beginning
we would require a substantial sum of
money. Where do you think it should be
spent?

Mr. KELLY: If the Minister for Tour-
ists will allow mc to develop my ease, I
shall tell him, before I conclude, just where
I think the money should be spent. I was
speaking of estuaries and the long distances
that people would have to travel to see-
many of our tourist attractions. For in-
stance, Augusta is 205 miles from Perth;
Albany is 253: Denmark, 255; Bunbury,
115: and Esperance, 451.

1 heard the Minister for Tourists and
the member for Eyre having a few words
the other evening regarding the merits
and demerits of the Recherche Archipelago
and the other attractions at Esperance. I
therefore include Esperance as one of the
centres that are far removed from Perth,
and that are far beyond the capacity of the
average tourist to see. In most cases time
alone would detract from the possibility of
tourists going to such places.

Mr. Brand: Do you think the people of
Albany would agree with what you are say-
ing?

Mr. KELLY: I think the member for
Albany would agree, because he travels to
Albany.

Mr. Hall: Air travel is the answer.
Mr. KELLY: The member for Albany

would overcome the difficulty in a mere
expensive way than I envisage. Our worth-
while industries are scattered over a large
area. Generally the distances are too
great for people to see these industries un-
less they are particularly interested in-
them.
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Geraidton had a carnival only recently,
and quite a number of Western Australians
went there and enjoyed a fine festival. The
people who went to the. carnival were from
this State. They could go there without
having to meet a great deal of expense,
and without having to make an overseas
trip. But that festival-publicised as it
was-did not draw one person from beyond
the State. I understand that several peo-
ple from outside Western Australia went
to Qeraldton and were at the festival be-
cause they were visiting relatives at the
same time.

Mr. Brand: What is the distance between
Melbourne and the Gold Coast?

Mr. KELLY: I spoke earlier of the dif-
ference between the spending power of
Melbourne-or of Victoria-and the spend-
ing power of Western Australia. It is well
known that most of the advancement-
perhaps 90 per cent of it-that has taken
place at the Gold Coast, has been brought
about with money from Melbourne Jews.
That money has gone there wholly and
solely to create an asset for the people who
have spent it. The Gold Coast is their
playground, and the place where they
spend their vacations.

How many of the poorer type of people
would go to that area? How many of the
same type of people who want something
of that kind, exist in Western Australia?
Very few. Again the question comes back
to the matter of the wealth and the assets
of one country as against those of another.
We often complain that we are the Cinder-
ella State, but we cannot get away from
the fact that sufficient development has
not taken place to put us in the same
category as Melbourne.

If we want to show anybody coal, we
have to take them 125 miles to let them
see our open-cut mines, or any other coal-
mines. Pemberton, with its timber, is 209
miles away; and Manjimup--if someone is
interested to see our tobacco industry-is
189 miles distant. Kalgoorlie is 372 miles
away; Bridgetown, 167; Busselton, 148: and
Margaret River, where most of our caves
are-and some of them are excellent-is
178 miles.

If visitors to the State wanted to see
the unique recovery of asbestos. In the
form in which it is mined in Western
Australia, they would have to travel a
distance of 935 miles by plane. This
State can probably boast the best supplies
of manganese known In the world-both
in value and in quantity. But for a
visitor to go to the areas where we have
manganese, he would have to travel 370
or 380 miles.

Mr. Brand: Who would want to go and
see a manganese outcrop?

Mr. KELLY: The Minister suggested-
Mr. Brand: I never suggested that at

Mr. KELLY: A lot of these matters are
relevant to the Minister's introduction to
the Bill. He spoke of ghost towns. What
happens in connection with ghost towns?
Take Black River in America. What is
virtually a ghost town in Western Austra-
lia-a mining town-would be represented
by Black River in the United States.
Black River was a town larger than Cool-
gardie, originally. The authorities, with
a great deal of civic pride, have preserved
the whole of the town. This town in
America reached council status at one
stage; just as Coolgardie did here.

When the town closed down as a gold-
miffing centre in the 194 1-45 period, the
authorities took it over; there was no
selling of bits and pieces. Since the
authorities have taken over the town, it
has developed into what has become
something special, because a musical
festival will be held there one week;
something else another week; and a rodeo
show the following week. All of the mines
have been preserved and beautified-if a
mine can be beautified. Perhaps it would
be better to say that they have been
made attractive.

Many people on holiday-not people
from overseas but from within the country
-go to this place. They are the ones
patronising a ghost town. I can think
of a number of ghost towns in Western
Australia; but I cannot think of one that
would make a tourist attraction. They
are all well over 350 miles from Perth,
and naturally would not be of much use
to tourists.

Mr. Roberts: Is it not a, fact that many
people travel to Europe and the Continent
for the tourist season? Distance, surely,
does not come into it.

Mr. KELLY:, Would the honourable
member like me to deal with that point?

Mr. Roberts: I would be interested to
hear your comments.

Mr. KELLY: I will tell the member for
Bunbury what is done in other countries
-if time permits. If we calmly review
the position in Western Australia, we find
there is a complete lack of unusual in-
dustries outside of one or two of the main
producing industries such as the asbestos
industry. And, as the Minister for
Tourists said: Who would want to go
to see asbestos?

Mr. Brand: I did not say "asbestos."
I said "manganese."

Mr. KELLY: That is the same thing.
Mr. Brand: No it isn't.
Mr. KELLY: It is exactly the same

thing. There is nothing really outstand-
ing in an industrial development sense.
We have some fine little industries; and
we have made progress in other ways in
the last two or three decades. But what
we have done does not amount to being
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something to attract tourists here. We
have no major foundries or factories; al-
though, again, we have some nice little
factories. We have one or two industries
that are producing well and doing a good
job, and using up some of our raw
material; and as far as our outlook goes,
they are quite presentable. But they are
not attractions that would bring people
from overseas to Western Australia.

Mr. Bovell: We have unique wildflowers
and a wonderful climate.

Mr. KELLY: Yes;, but how many people
want to tome here to see a lot of wild-
flowers and enjoy our climate?

Mr. Bovell: Thousands. Special tours
are organised from America to Britain for
the flower festivals, and so on.

Mr. KELLY: The Minister knows
that the flower festivals are not the main
reason for those people going to Britain;
they have other reasons for going.

Mr. Brand: That is the basis of the
organised tour.

Mr. KELLY: Yes. The people go pro-
vided somebody foots the bill. If the
Minister for Tourists wants to subscribe
to something of that kind it is all right.

Mr. Brand: I do not mind who sub-
scribes to it so long as we get the tourists
here.

Mr. KELLY: I think we can be loyal to
what we have; but we are loyal in a paro-
chial way. The things we look at from a
parochial point of view, we are proud of.
and we like to take people to see them;
but we should realise that some of these
people have seen far bigger things and
far greater spectacles in other parts of the
world.

Mr. Bovell: Nothing like our wildflowers.
Mr. KELLY: I am speaking of the over-

all appeal of our attractions to a tourist.
Mr. Bovell: If the member for Merredin-

Yilgarn likes to go through King's Park
at the present time he will find that there
is nothing more beautiful in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. KELL Y: I do not need the.Minister
for Lands to tell me that. Quite a num-
ber of people like to come here to see the
flowers; but they do not come specially
to do so. I would say that nine out of
ten of them would come to Western Aus-
tralia on business bent; or to visit rela-
tives; or for some other purpose, rather
than simply to see the wildflowers.

Mr. Roberts: The same thing applies to
our climate. All we want to do is to en-
courage those who want to, come here.

Mr. KELLY: Although these things are
quite evident, and are a source of great
enjoyment and satisfaction to us, can we
honestly enthuse about them when we
know that nine out of ten people who come
to Western Australia can think of some

greater attraction that they have already
seen? We are getting to the point where
we put too much stress on the importance
of the tourist portfolio.

Mr. Court: You are preaching a gospel
of despair.

Mr. KELLY: Because of the Press pub-
licity, and because the department appeals
as a winner-there was a lot of loose talk
by those who are going to gain most-
the Premier naturally said to himself, "I
will have this little plum for myself."

Mr. Brand: I handed the plum you had
to the Minister for Lands, and he Says it
is a very bitter plum!1

Mr. KELLY: I am glad it was sufficiently
attractive to be well thought of. At any
rate, it seems to have slipped materially in
recent times.

Mr. Brand: Yes, about two years ago.
Mr. Bovell: I think we will send the

honourable member, in his pessimistic way,
on the next trade mission.

Mr. KELLY: Certain of our features are
very good from a, tourist point of view.
We have a grand climate; we agree
on that. We have agreed that we are nice
people, and that we have a quiet, un-
spoiled capital. I suppose it could quite
easily be envisaged that, in comparison
with other capital cities in Australia, we
have not grown up to the same degree
as they have; and ours is not a hustling
and bustling, over-populated city like the
other capital cities in Australia. People
come here, and they are quite happy to
have been to such a nice quiet place;
and they my, "For goodness' sake, do not
spoil Perth!"

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You sound resent-
ful about this.

Mr. KELLY: I am not resentful about
helping the tourist trade or the tourist
authority. I think that Is quite right. But
the establishment of an authority of this
kind is quite wrong. During my time as
Minister in charge of tourist activities I
examined this position thoroughly; and
nothing can convince me that this Is the
right approach. There might be some
merit in parts of the Bill; but, taking it
in toto, I do not think it would achieve
anything within a reasonable financial
limit.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Are you support-
ing it?

Mr. KELLY: No.
Mr. Heal: That's telling you!
Mr. KELLY: Australia, and much less

Western Australia, has not the century-
old traditions to enabk it to bolster
tourism. A few moments ago the member
for Bunbury spoke of the people who go
to Great Britain and other countries. Of
course the people go there. But they do
not go for one specific purpose, because
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the whole country Is teaming with mat-
ters of interest and traditions that have
been handed down through the centuries.
We cannot be expected to be in that cate-
gory yet, because we are only a young
nation. We have not a lot of these won-
derful and revered places of interest In
this country to show tourists.

Mr. Roberts: But the People who live
In those countries, and who are used to
those things. may be interested in new
things in a new country.

Mr. KELLY: Does the honourable mem-
ber think that those people would come to
Western Australia Just to see the new
things we have to show? What have we
to offer them?

Mr. Roberts: What we want to do is to
encourage more people to come here.

Mr. Bovell: We have much to show
them. We have some wonderful historic
spots relating to our early settlers who
helped to develop this country in the early
-days.

Mr. KELLY: That is of no importance
to tourists from these other countries.

Mr. Novell: It was important to the
,colonisation and development of this
State.

Mr. KELLY: Those countries have hun-
dreds of Years of tradition behind them.
whereas this country is a mere 120 years
old.

Mr. Boyd:l That does not matter. From
an historical point of view our touris at-
tractions are valuable.

Mr- KELLY: The Minister is just about
as antiquated as they are.

Mr. Court: You are making me feel very
depressed.

Mr. KELLY: Let us pursue the thoughts
of the member for Bunbury as to why
people go to these various Places. Why
do they go to these countries In such large
numbers? Thousands of them go back
to the land of their nativity. If we go to
some other country we want to come back
to Australia, usually as quickly as we can,
because we know we are on rich clover.

Mr. Brand: By the sound of things you
would not want to return to this country.

Mr. KELLY: In many cases people go-
Ing to those countries go there because
it is their homeland; while many others
go there as visitors, because they are old-
established countries. Because of the
traditions and the long history of those
countries it is much easier to build up a
tourist trade. Many of them have a
colourful history; and the Minister is
Imbued with the idea that that is tre-
mendously Important. I think a lot of
importance must be attached to it too. I
do not want him to poke down my throat
the idea that I do not think it is import-
ant. I think it is, but I do not want to
over-estimate that aspect.

Mr. Bovell: You are under-estimating
it. That is the whole trouble. You would
not try to sell it.

Mr. KELLY: A colourful history is most
important to any country; but this coun-
try is too young at present to be able to
take advantage of any historical aspect,
or any colourful background we have.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We are not too
young to attract tourists.

Mr. KELLY: No; and we have to push
our tourist Industry. I have already agreed
with that. But I do not want to have the
tourist industry pushed out of balance with
the rest of the State's progress. I think
there is a happy medium, and the tour-
1st industry should fit in with the rest of
the State's progress. I think we can ad-
vance our tourist industry through the
organisation we now have; and there is
no need to set up a new organisation such
as the one envisaged in the Bill, It will
only create more difficulties and more
hurdles to overcome; and we may find
some of them almost insurmountable, as
Victoria has done.

Mr. Brand: Tell me what you think
should be done.

Mr. KELLY: I told the Premier I would
come to that in due course.

Mr. Bovell: We have the best beaches
in Australia.

Mr. KELLY: Judging from the number
of members chiming in, it seems as though
there will be many speakers on this debate,
and I will be most interested to bear what
some of those who are interjecting have
to say in due course.

Mrt. Court: I would like to hear the
members for Albany and Warren on this
Bill.

Mr. Hall: You will have your chance.
Mr. KELLY: In his remarks the Premier

made some mention of the fact that we
did not have snow or high mountains in
this country. That is perfectly obvious.
But I suppose almost every other country
in the world has its high mountains; and,
in some cases, certain wonderful features
that it can show tourists. I have in mind
the Sierras. There are wonderful scenic
highways running hundreds of miles
through the mountains, and also parallel
to the mountains themselves. Those
mountains are mostly snow-clad, and many
people go to see them for that reason.

There are old Indian settlements with
picturesque totem poles and other items of
interest. Naturally they attract People.
Not a great many outsiders go to see them,
but many local People take advantage of
the opportunity to visit these interesting
spots. All over the Place there are cov-
ered wagons which, although decrepit-
looking, have been Painted and renovated.
There People serve morning and afternoon
teas, and they create a tremendous impres-
sion as one drives through that country.
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Mr. Brand: I would not like to send you
overseas to sell this State.

Mr. KELLY: They have natural amphi-
theatres, to which the hills lend them-
selves; and several times a year the people
from the surrounding districts--not many
from overseas--up to 100 to 150 miles away
attend functions at these amphitheatres.
There are many ghost mining towns,
about which I spoke a few moments ago;
and there are modern chalets with 700 or
800 bedrooms, which are open for four
months of the year and charge exorbitant
fees. The Bill Bowyangs could not afford
to go to those places, although I suppose
most members opposite could afford to do
so. The majority of those on the lower in-
come bracket would find it impossible to
visit places such as I have described.

The majority of people in Western Aus-
tralia, or in Australia for that matter,
could not afford to travel to many of these
overseas Places of interest I have described.
The Rockies are a magnificent spectacle
and are unsurpassed in any part of the
world. I have heard it said many times
that there Is nothing better to see than
the Yosemite Valley. It is a marvellous
experience to travel to places like that, and
we have nothing like it here to show tour-
ists. There is nothing in this State we could
build up to show People when they come
here. In any case, I do not think it
would be any attraction to people from
overseas, because they would be coming
from countries where such scenery Is com-
monplace.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:, Not one of the
countries you have mentioned has a better
climate than we have here.

Mr. KELLY: I have not reached the
coast yet; I am still in the mountains. We
have some very fine lengths of coastline;
but the tourists have to go hundreds of
miles to get to them.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson; I am talking about
the climate now.

Mr. Lawrence: You are all at sea.
Mr. KELLY: I thought the Minister was

talking of the coastline as a coastline. 1
feel our beauty spots pale into insignific-
ance when compared with the grandeur to
be seen in many other countries. I am not
trying to discredit our own attractions; I
am trying to provoke a more factual
approach to the tourist problem.

I said earlier that I thought the Premier
had been caught up in tourist promotion
propaganda; and I feel he has, because of
the importance he is attaching to this
question and because of his present
approach to the matter. Among those
whom I had in mind, so far as propa-
ganda was concerned, was the A.N.T.A.
At present it is handling in the vicinity
of £ 150,000 Per annum; and I have not
yet been able to get a balance sheet of
this Organisation, although it has been in
existence for a number of years. but in a
much smaller way than it is now.

L551

I want to know whether the Australian
Government gets a fair return for the
money it grants to this Organisation. I
understand that this year the Government
is granting it £50,000; and whatever the
Organisation can raise, the Government
will meet it on a £ for £ basis. But we
cannot get a balance sheet to show how
Its funds are disbursed. We do not know
how many promoters there are or how
many highly-paid officials belong to the
Organisation.

I think some indication of the type of
literature that this Organisation puts out
can be gauged by its publication entitled
"Attracting the Tourist to Australia". This
publication is by the A.N.T.A. Board of
Directors; and, among other things, it
states-

Fortunately, there is a growing
awareness in Australia of the impor-
tance of tourism as an industry and the
time was never more opportune for
travel trade and business interests-

that is their whole outlook-
-generally to give strong support to
the Australian National Travel As-
sociation.

I think that is a highlight of the publica-
tion. It goes on further to say, under the
heading of "How we are Attracting the
Tourist"-

Publicity for promoting travel to dis-
tant countries must be selective, as the
problem is to reach the limited few as
distinct from the masses.

'Here is an Organisation spending £150,000
per annum of Australian money as a travel
agency, and it intends to be selective In the
type of persons brought to the Australian
shores. It goes on-

For instance, travel from Europe and
North America to Australia is within
the means of only a very small per-
centage of income earners.

This is the principal Organisation that Aus-
tralia has at present to deal with the tour-
ist trade; and yet it is telling us that very
few tourists are likely to be attracted to
this country; and it goes on to state that
certainly a very small percentage of those
on the lower income bracket could afford to
come here.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Aren't there enough
in the Eastern States to enable us to get a
fair number of visitors?

Mr. KELLY: We should get more in-
formation from this Organisation as to the
visitors it is trying to attract to this coun-
try. Are we in this State trying to attract
overseas visitors, Eastern States visitors, or
travel by our own people? We should get
more information from a body of this kind
if it Is to justify its appointment. This
article goes on to state-

After discussion with leading mem-
bers of the travel trade here and
abroad, the Australian National Travel
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Association is convinced that the best
means, initially, to promote travel to
Australia is to:-

Interest and educate leading over-
seas travel agents in the attrac-
tions of Australia.

There are over 4,000 of these travel
agents, all getting their cut or share out
of what is essentially public money. After
all, it is public money which these people
are spending; no private enterprise money
is going into projects of this kind. These
4,000 agents are surviving on funds which
come out of the pockets of the average
people of this country.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 Pi.

Mr. KELLY: I read several extracts from
this brochure of one of Australia's leading
tourist travel agencies. They point, to
some extent, to the fallacy of putting large
sums of finance into an organisation of
this kind, or into any authority which is
charged with the responsibility of pro-
moting tourism.

If the comments in this brochure reflect
the general outlook of this agency, then
I contend the Commonwealth Government
is wasting £50,000 a year. plus the F for E
it subsidises the organisation for any extra
amount raised by it. The files will Show
that I objected to Western Australia plac-
ing any amount into the fund for quite
some considerable time. It was not until
af ter the return of the Director of the
Tourist Bureau from a dinner on the
"Oceanic" at Sydney or Melbourne, and
after I learnt from him what he con-
sidered to be the future outlook of this
organisation. that I very reluctantly
agreed to the contribution of Western
Australia of £750 being placed in the
fund on a trial basis. I did not feel
satisfied that the amount of money being
expended was paying any dividends which
we as a State, and the Commonwealth
on behalf of the nation's interests, should
have received.

Passages such as those I read and the
one I am about to refer to put this or-
ganisation into the category of those which
are not promoting the interests of this
country, except-with the one reservation
-by the expenditure of a huge sum of
money. The final passage states-

Advertise Australia's attractions in
those overseas journals read by that
small percentage of people who are
prospects.

The balance of the methods for attract-
ing tourists is governed by the con-
tact of the association with overseas
agencies-with some of the 4,000 agencies
I referred to-by the distribution of what
it claims to be a very fine method of
advertising the country; that Is, 250,000
pamphlets, and Publishing in the tourist
bureaus of the other countries, the at-
tractions of Western Australia.

Undoubtedly there is some value in that.
That is the whole basis upon which at-
traction of the tourist has been based. It
is the same as the endeavour to sell goods
on the market of various countries. The
sale of goods is comparable with the at-
traction we hope to bring about here.
When we consider the huge amounts which
are going into an organization of this
kind; and when we as a State are con-
templating the setting up of an authority,
goodness knows what amount of finance
is envisaged by the Premier! He has not
told us. As an authority, it will have a
banking account not of a few shillings, but
in the order of many thousands of pounds.
We are getting right away from the con-
cept of the possibilities of the tourist
industry.

I ask myself: Who benefits mainly from
the tourist trade-the Government or the
private firms? Each and every member
should ask himself that question, because
it is a vital one. I would say that the
Government benefits only in a roundabout
way. It might achieve some reflected
glory from the success of tourism. The
People who naturally and ordinarily come
to this country, only spend a certain
amount of capital in visiting relatives.
Inspecting our industries, and for other
Purposes. It is all very well to look at the
figures and state that the returns from
tourism during the current month are
better. than those for the last: or that
the figures for the current month show
a large increase, compared with the same
month a year ago. I say that those figures
must be built up gradually; and no attempt
at a meteoric rise should be made, because
that would be out of balance.

On occasions, the Premier, and also the
member for Murray, spoke of the short-
comings of the hotel accommodation in
this State. It Is gradually improving.
Within the means of the owners, the hotels
will improve, but they are not at the stage
when we can say as a general rule that
they are attractive to overseas visitors.

Sir Ross McLarty: The accommodation
has still to go a long way.

Mr.' KELLY: It is not comparable with
what is found in many other places in
the Eastern States. Here we have some
fine buildings and very well-managed in-
stitutions. Some of our new hotels would
rank equally with those in the Eastern
States on a similar basis. As a general
rule we have no continuity of that type
of accommodation to offer to people by
spending huge sums of money on an organ-
isation of this kind. The benefits from
the tourist trade are shared mainly by the
travel agencies, the banks, the business
houses, the transport systems, and the
hotels. Beyond that, there is not a great
deal left for the rest of the people of the
State.

Mr. Oldield: The brewery benefits.
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Mr. KELLY: It gets a bit. The returns
from the tourist industry are not readily
assessable. We bear of different amounts
from various countries. It is estimated
that the industry is worth £1,000,000,
£4,000,000, or £50,000,000. They are only
guesses. If we consider a family coming
here and spending £10 each a day for four
days, the total is only £160. That is only
hypothetical. We can make no calibra-
tion of a figure of that kind;, we merely
make a stab in the dark trying to get
near the actual figure. We have to analyse
very fully what the expenditure amounts
to,

I was interested in reading in the jour-
nal of the A.N.T.A. organisation the sug-
gested break-up of the £1 spent by the
tourist. It is as follows:-

9s. hotel and food.
4s. transport.
3s. entertainment and miscellaneous.
4s. general purchases.

That totals £1. If my reckoning is correct,
that £1. is spent in other than Government
channels.

I therefore say that to expend a large
amount of money'-which will undoubtedly
have to be placed behind the proposed
authority if it is to function-is not war-
ranted. Directly, the Government does
not figure very prominently in the benefits.
It gets very little, except the honour and
glory of seeing other people deriving an
advantage -at the expense of the people
of the State.

Another point which strikes me forcibly
Is this: What is private enterprise doing
to attract what it refers to as the drove
of tourists whom we have been able to
attract here? The member for Murray
stated a little while ago that many hotels
in this State are far from being up to
standard. He is quite right. If we were
to have an influx of tourists into this State
they would be very quickly disappointed.
It would be a bad advertisement for this
State when these tourists returned home
and spoke about the accommodation in
Western Australia.

Regarding the private bodies, the Cham-
ber of Commerce certainly tendered a very
fine dinner and a very sumptuous repast
to Mr. J. P. Bates. The Premier patted
Mr. Bates on the back during his remarks
after a very fine meal. As far 'as Mr.
Bates was concerned, he reciprocated man-
fully, and patted the Premier on the back.
Is that sort of thing getting us anywhere
in relation to tourism?

Mr. Brand: How amazing!

Mr. KELLY: It was a mutual admiration
society.

Mr, Rowberry: He was establishing good
relations.

Mr. KELLY: This is a good example of
the State paying the piper, We, the people
of the State, have to pay for it. The

Premier, now established on the band
wagon, Is handing out to these people as
much finance as they want.

Mr. Brand: We intend to remain on the
band wagon,

Mr. KELLY: I refer to the tangible
assistance rendered by the business people
of this State. I ha~e in mind some of the
attractions that have been developed in
other parts of the world, Take, for
example, Disneyland, developed wholly and
solely by private capital, with no Govern-
ment investment and no investment from
the people, at a cost of £9,000,000.

Probably 10,000,000 or 12,000,000 people a
week go through that particular area. It
is wonderful to go through there once, I
have been told that people seldom go a
second time. With 182,000,000 people at
the back door, it would be possible to afford
something along those lines. I am not sug-
gesting that a Disneyland should be estab-
lished here, or anything like it. There are
other ways in which private enterprise
could show a greater interest in tourism
than is being shown at present.

This Bill confers distinct advantages on
the section which has most to gain, but
which is doing least in connection with
tourist promotion. I say that unequivoc-
ally because it IS a fact. Nothing is being
done to promote the tourist industry out-
side of the individual's own interests. I
say again. "Why should this financial bur-
den be borne by the State?" It is time it
was shared by the people who tell us that
there is such a tremendous tourist Poten-
tial. What are they doing to attract it?
Are they helping in any way?

If the Premier, when introducing this
Bill, had been able to tell us that the
private enterprises of Western Australia
were prepared to share on a 50-50 basis in
regard to the formation of an authority of
this kind, we would have had something
worth considering. But no! The Premier
Is wanting to establish an authority, in
relation to tourist promotion, which will
cut completely across the other organ isa-
tions in this State. Every member in this
House has an organisation of some kind in
his electorate that will be affected if this
envisaged authority is established.

By all means, let us encourage to the very
full the tourism consciousness that we now
find is gradually promoted throughout
most of Australia. This has for years been
the prerogative of the overseas countries
which have, on a large scale and with
plenty to offer, done quite a lot. This is
always possible if there are a lot of cus-
tomers apart from outsiders. But we are
not in that happy position.

Accordingiy, it behoves the Government
to delay this Bill until such timne as it can
ascertain the full extent to which the out-
side businessmen are prepared to back their
desire to establish an organisation of this
kind. if they are prepared to come in on
a 50-50 basis and contribute to the tourist
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spending in this country, then I believe the
Premier would be justified in introducing
this Bill. With a fund raised under those
conditions, the authority he envisages
would be quite acceptable; but not in its
Present form.

I believe there is a wide scope for tourist
promotion in Western Australia. How far
we, as a Parliament, should go in making
capital available for that promotion, is
another matter. As I said earlier, I would
have liked the Premier to give some indi-
cation of the maximum or minimum he
was Prepared to allocate to an authority of
this kind.

There is enough consciousness within the
majority of us in this House, and the State
generally, to realise that the hotels must
be promoted on a better basis. I am not
castigating anybody; nor am I casting any
aspersions on most of our hotels, because
they are quite good. But a number of
them do not measure up to a standard of
any kind-particularly an international
standard, or even an interstate standard.
If any real effort is to be made to capture
tourism, the hotels must be improved.
Motels are just being built, and the number
should be increased if we are to capture
even the interstate trade that is available.

There would be a lot to commend the
establishment of tourist cabins and chalets
if they were built in areas where there are
attractions or adjacent attractions. The
majority of people desire comfort, cleanli-
ness, and cheapness in regard to holiday
accommodation. Very few people have a
lot of finance available for travel; and most
have only a small amount, and have to
wake it stretch as far as possible. These
are the people we are most likely to attract.
Well-equipped caravan parks, with all the
amenities, are something for which the
Tourist Bureau should be responsible, be-
cause they are one of the safe ways of in-
teresting the people of Western Australia.

Scenic beauty as well as utility should
be considered when constructing a road.
and this should be remembered by the
Minister for Works and his department,
when considering tourism. I also believe
that advertising in films, slides, and
brochures, could be greatly increased; and
that we should have a better magazine
and Press coverage overseas.

However, all these things could be
accomplished by our present Tourist
Bureau. There is no need to look beyond
it. The only limiting factor is the finance
which is made available. The Premier,
as well as the rest of us, knows that the
type of authority that he envisages is
only a glorified tourist bureau. It would
have a few extra men, it is true, but it
would only carry out the same functions
as would the Tourist Bureau if it had
the finance available. For that reason
alone, it would be a waste of time and
a retarding of interest to establish an
authority of this kind.

For a time, the bureau has been giving
consideration to the matter of establishing
tourist offices in the Eastern States. I
personally inspected a number of possible
premises in both Sydney and Melbourne;
but in each city the outlay was prohibi-
tive in comparison with the anticipated
increase in business that would be gained.
Th-n Premier has probably found that out
for himself since he has been in charge
of this Particular department. It was
nothing for £:25,000 to be asked, which
was mainly key money, with an additional
£5,000 a year as well.

However, the Tourist Bureau is quite
well equipped to continue its investiga-
tions and to follow up every possible
channel in an endeavour to obtain pre-
mises in the Eastern States at a reason-
able price. The whole matter has to be
dealt with within economic limits, or it
will be farcical for an authority of
this kind to be established to achieve very
little.

A better purpose would be served if the
Government doubled, or even trebled, the
amount of the present Tourist Bureau's
vote. In doing that, many of the things
could be achieved, and tourism would be
placed on a higher level than it is today.

Mr. Brand: What was the amount that
the Tourist Bureau received last year? Do
you know?

Mr. KELLY: Apart from office expenses,
and advertising, I think it was somewhere
in the vicinity of £10,000. But previously
the £10,000 had been cut back to £8,000,
and that covered practically all outside
activities. If £20,000 or £30,000 were made
available to the present Tourist Bureau-
with the Minister administering it as he
is entitled to administer it and should be
administering it-it would be much better
than giving the whole of his authority to
a body such as he has envisaged. The
expansion tempo through the Tourist
Bureau could be quite easily watched so
that progress could be made in conjunc-
tion with the progress of the State; or
perhaps a step ahead. A step ahead would
be better.

The creation of an authority as en-
visaged by the Premier, and which follows
so closely along the Victorian lines, would
undoubtedly be redundant if the Tourist
Bureau were given the opportunity to
function as was intended in the first place.
There is no doubt that the Government
has had its tail swung in the matter of
tourism. It has allowed a lot of Press
propaganda, and a big fanfare of trumpets
regarding the potential, to influence its
better judgment in the matter of setting
up an authority; and I feel it has to pit
its own ability against the very strong
vested interest that is endeavouring to put
this industry on a plane that Is unnatural
and unreal.

1298



(Tuesday, 1 September, 1959.1

In Victoria, a similar Act, with very mucb
more background and many more reasons
as to why it should have functioned satis-
factorly, has not done so. I think that is
sufficient reason for us to mark time in this
State until something better is submitted,
or until such time as the methods adopted
in Victoria are improved to such an extent
that they become worth while. At this
stage the eff ects of the Victorian legisla-
tion greatly outweigh the good that could
become permanent in that State. There-
fore, I feel that a further probationary
period should be granted to this State be-
fore a Bill of this kind is presented to it.

It is significant that no other State
besides Victoria has adopted such legisla-
tion, and it has not succeeded even there,
In view of my very marked objection to
the setting up of the proposed authority,
I will oppose the second reading.

MR. HALL (Albany) (7,582: 1 do not
quite agree with all that the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn has said.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Mr. HALL: But I fail to see why the
Premier had to bring the measure before
this House.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Brand: Have another go!
Mr. Heal: One all!

Mr. HALL: There is already established
in this State an authority which has been
working quite admirably; and if the Pre-
mier had consulted it before introducing
this measure, he would have found that
it has progressed so much over the past
years that he would have been enabled,
with his enthusiasm, to establish a tour-
ist industry. But he did not obtain the
feelings of the present authority.

If we look at the members who shall
constitute this board, we will find that
one shall be appointed who shall be deemed
to represent the councils of the country
municipalities, and boards of country
road districts. If we consider the confer-
ence which is to be held in Albany in a
few days' time we will discover that dele-
gates will come from Albany, Augusta,
Bunbury, Busselton, Geraldton and Pem-
berton. I would say that without doubt,
there lies the foundation of a first-class
tourist authority; and I believe that the
Premier, through his representative there,
should be acquainted with the resolutions
moved at that conference.

Mr. Brand: What is to stop them doing
that now?

Mr. HALL: They will do it; but only
people living in the areas concerned have
the knowledge necessary to move resolu-
tions that will make for the advancement
of tourism in their areas. if one man is
elected to represent all those districts, no

matter how he tries to interpret the vari-
ous facts, he will not be able to give proper
representation.

I asked the Premier a question, in this
H-ouse, as to whether he had seen a Press
article headed, "Limit on Plan for Tour-
ists." But he said it would be impossible.
owing to the unwieldiness, to have repre-
sentatives of all tourist bodies throughout
the State on a tourist authority. He said
that the interests of the various centres
would not be overlooked, and the various
establishments would be available to fur-
ther the tourist industry.

I feel that the Premier has not examined
the position thoroughly. I will refer now
to an article in The Albany Advertiser, a
journal which is not very large, but which
has a, lot of power at election time. The
article relates to a conference, the pur-
pose of which is to discuss tourist ameni-
ties. The following are some of the items
advanced under the heading, "Conference
to Discuss Tourist Amenities":-

The board expressed the view that
in their opinion the Licensing Board
concentrated too much on the bars in
hotels.

No-one can dispute that. over the years
the emphasis in hotels has been in the
direction of taking as much as possible
out of the bar. Although we do not like
monopolies, some of the hotels with the
most improved amenities for the public
are those owned by the Swan Brewery.
Owing to the lack of anything but bar
facilities, our hotel trade has invited
trouble through the establishment of
clubs, which provide excellent amenities
for their patrons.

Other items suggested for inclusion in
the agenda of the conference were-

Request to the W.A. Government to
increase the maximum subsidy.

And in this regard I suggest that if we
could raise the finance to supplement the
funds of these authorities they would be
able to get on with the job. Other items
were-

Request W.A. Government to have
more display and publicity in the East-
ern States.

Request W.A. Government to have
a film made featuring resorts in W.A.
for distribution throughout Australia.

That is well overdue and has been sug-
gested in this House on many occasions,
although nothing has Yet been done about
it. Had that suggestion been followed, we
would not have been battling so hard to
attract tourists today. Then-

Reqluest an Increase in the alloca-
tion for making and improving access
roads to places of tourist interest.

Requests I made to the previous Minis-
ter for Fisheries were of great advantage
to the electorate I represent, as they re-
sulted in It being made possible for tourists
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to use some of those roads; and today
Albany is well served in that regard. The
road to Frenchman's Bay is now as good as
any highway in the State. Improvement
was also made to other roads to fishing
resorts; and the Minister was also of assist-
ance in regard to the Denmark area, which
has one of the finest potentialities in the
State for fishing and tourism. That dis-
trict could be assisted greatly If the Gov-
ernment were serious in regard to this
legislation. I do not suggest that the Pre-
mier is not sincere in his eff orts to attract
tourists to this State. Next we read-

Suggest that the W.A. Government
finance and organise a State-wide "Be
Tidy Campaign" during the tourist
season.

That would have application to camping
areas and would help to prevent bush fires
and so on. Next-

Stress the importance of local auth-
ority officials having a good knowledge
of all tourist roads.

That is very important, as in many areas
visitors are at a loss to find their way
to their destinations. Next we read-

Request the W.A. Government to
assist in the exploration of new tourist
attractions and where necessary to
have the power to give financial aid
to local bodies to enable them to de-
velop and create these additional
attractions and amenities.

In the Eastern States great emphasis is
put on places off the beaten track that are
provided with facilities for barbecues.
camping and so on. Attention would have
to be paid to the fire hazard, perhaps,
by Providing gravelled areas around the
barbecues. Another point is-

Request the W.A. Government to
form a National Trust for the preser-
vation of historical buildings, monu-
ments and gardens.

In Albany today there is what is known
as the "Old Farm." a monumental building
which attracts many tourists to Albany.
Lastly-

In the event of the W.A. Govern-
ment deciding to open offices In the
Eastern States that applications for
personnel be called for in W.A. and
that consideration also be given to a
possible interstate interchange of
tourist officers. That this also be con-
sidered for State and provincial
bureaus.

I have raised those points because they
will come up before the conference that
is to be held in a few days' time.

Again, in The Albany Advertiser, we find
a heading, "New Carnival Set-up Suggested
to Promote Tourism Here"; and, then,
"Mount Barker to Join South West Apple
Festival." For the first time Mount Barker
is to join in the apple festival, and that
is a forward move. Next we have a move
from Busselton, where the Tourist Bureau

delegates advocate a £100,000 grant to im-
prove tourist facilities. A further sugges-
tion will be for one representative of each
tourist bureau on a State Tourist Develop-
ment Committee, to achieve closer ]iaison.

In the Sunday Times we find the head-
ing, "Lesmurdie to be Draw for Tourists";
and again, "Mandurah Moves for 'The
Season'." Then we see the suggestion for
the spending of well over £1,000,000 on
metropolitan beaches. Planning in this
regard is most important: but that is a
tremendous amount of money to be spent
on beaches in one part of the State. In
regard to the planning for our beaches--
this is where the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn and I disagree-I think all beaches
should have a landing strip for light air-
craft, wherever possible. Light aircraft
will be one of the popular means of travel
in the future and we should ensure that,
wherever possible, facilities are made for
light aircraft to take people from their
homes to their places of relaxation. With
travel these days, the emphasis is all on
speed, and we will have to make arrange-
ments accordingly.

r have to commend the Premier on some
of the work that he has done, although I
have done my best to point out that there is
no need to establish another authority.
All that need be done is to alter the exist-
ing set-up so that tourism can be further
promoted as an industry. There is no
doubt about it: tourism is an industry
which, if successfully promoted, must lead
to an improvement in the living standards
of all countries, particularly Australia.

Many Australians are apt to think of
tourism as being some nebulous way of
raising money. They do not realise that
it can be established as an industry and
need not necessarily be represented by
smoke-stacks or large warehouses. The
facts and figures in regard to tourism In
Australia during the past few years are
most interesting. In 195'? almost 60,000
tourists visited Australia and spent more
than £10,000,000 of foreign currency. This
represented an expenditure of £1,675 a
head. This invisible export represented
nearly £1,000,000 more to the Australian
economy than the dried fruits industry
which exported, for the same year, fruit
to the value of £9,142,000. There is no
doubt about the advantages of tourism as
an industry, if it is established in the
right way.

Going further, tourist traffic has been
rising at the rate of 71 per cent, over the
last five years, although there was one
exception, during the year when the
Olympic Games were held in Australia and
the number of visitors increased by 20 Per
cent. to a total of 66,000.

Much of the money spent by tourists is
on food or accommodation, and on visiting
various attractions that Australia has to
offer. As an example, 360 Americans from
the cruise-ship Kungskolm recently

1300



[Tuesday, 1 September, 1959.] 30

visited Australia and spent 50,000 dollars--
representing £22,291, Australian-in little
more than 24 hours. The tourists split up
into parties, some visiting Canberra; and
others visiting Melbourne. Hobart, and the
Great Barrier Reef. This meant that
more than £8,916 was spent on interstate
transportation alone.

As our tourist intake increases, there will
be extra jobs for Australians, first to sup-
ply the food and services required by the
visitors; and, secondly, to produce more
consumer goods which will be required by
Australians who find they have bigger
pay packets. Although the man In the
street may imagine that travel has nothing
to do with him be is, in fact, vitally con-
cerned in the promotion of a tourist
industry. In the long run he is the bene-
ficiary. I am sure that every citizen would
benefit from a well-established tourist
industry.

As the member for M~erredin-Yilgarn
has said, it represents a challenge to our
hotel Industry, In view of the contribu-
tion by the tourist trade to Australia's over-
seas earnings, and the dependence of that
trade on suitable hotel accommodation, it
would seem of vital importance that some
move be made to have it rectified. It is
estimated that by 1961 some 300,000 United
States citizens alone will cross the Pacific
and spend more than 250,000 dollars. That
is a large sum of money; and if only this
State can get a portion of it, it will be
of tremendous importance. Their coming
to Australia depends largely on whether
travel agents can find suitable hotel rooms
for them. As things stand, it would appear
unlikely that we can welcome many of
them; and we are almost certainly going
to face a situation where thousands will
be turned away, simply because we cannot
off er suitable accommodation.

The member for Merredin-Yilgarn also
mentioned the question of travel agents.
Aithough some evil might be attached to
them, I know of many cases where they
have rendered great assistance, particularly
to textile workers who have had long-
service leave due to them, and who have
been able to get a good deal of information
from travel agents regarding trips to
various places. These travel agents have
always rendered assistance, and they have
been of some advantage to people seeking
information from them.

Mr. Kelly: They pay plenty for it.

Mr. HALL: I am not disputing the fact
that people probably pay plenty for that
information. I have in front of me a
Press photograph which depicts a scene of
Australians departing for overseas holi-
days; and it states that it is typical of
all major Australian ports. During 1957,
a total of 53,438 Australians left for holi-
days overseas. Tourism is a vital industry
which, through proper promotion, could
play an important part in Australia's earn-
ings of foreign currency.

I have another article from the Sunday
Times, the heading of which is, "Heavy
Bookings Make Travel Boom." It states--

Hundreds of Western Australians
are making their plans and packing
their bags to take their part in the
Australia-wide boom in travel.

There Is another article from The West
Australian which is headed, "See Russia,
say Reds in Tourist Bid." Apparently the
Russians have entered the field of tourism
because they realise the importance of this
industry. Another article in The West
Australian written by Trevor Smith, is
headed, "Spain Challenges the French
Riviera." It goes on to state-

I soon discovered this on the wild
coast of Spain. Down there I even ran
slap-bang into two British Cabinet
Ministers, Selwyn Lloyd and Ian
Macleod, holidaying on the Costa
Brava.

Western Europe today is like that.
There is no escape hole anywhere.
Everybody is invading everybody else's
country.

The annual holiday ritual sweeps
across Europe now like an epidemic.
In France alone this year 12,000,000
of the total 50,000,000 population are
estimated to have gone to French
resorts or abroad.

Living costs in Paris are probably
the highest of any city in Western
Europe, and inflation in France has
not really been ohecked. Yet the holi-
daying millions in their motorcars
and the money they are spending-
coupled with rising industrial produc-
tion, a record birth-rate and the lush
countryside that makes the nation
self-supporting in food-scarcely sug-
gests that France is up against it.

It goes on fur ther-

The Spanish story is vastly different.
Spain remains one of the poorest
countries In Western Europe today.
This is all too evident from the
moment of crossing the frontier.

Oxen still pull ploughs. mechanised
agriculture seems a rarity. For mil-
lions of Spaniards living conditions
continue primitive in the extreme, and
often desperately squalid.

From that article it seems that Spain
is deposing the French Riviera. It Is
obvious that we have to enter this field of
competition for tourists, and it is import-
ant to have a look at the machinery that
operates in our drive for tourists. Although
the Premier might have got off on a wrong
loot in the first place by not looking
through the authorities he already has to
see what can be done, instead of bringing
in a measure such as this, at least he is
having a go to build up or expand the
Industry in this State.

1301



1302 (ASSEMBLY.)

The industry should be looked at in the
following lights:-

(1) What has the industry got to
commence with?

(2) What are the assets that we have
to further the development of
tourism in this State?

(3) Who will be the board of manage-
ment or, In other words, who will
constitute the authority?

This is important to the successful estab-
lishment of a tourist Industry-

(4) Who will be responsible to the
authority in the decentralisation
of tourist centres?

(5) We must instil into the populace
the necessity for every Western
Australian citizen to advertise his
or her State by letter or word
of mouth. "Invite a friend" should
be a State-wide slogan.

I believe we should start shipping tours,
run by the State Shipping Service, operat-
Ing from Fremantle; touching at Bunbury,
Busselton, Albany and Esperance; and re-
turning to Albany to terminate the journey
there. We could also arrange for bus tours
through the South-West, making the round
trip through the towns along the Great
Southern line; and have other bus tours to
various beauty spots or other places that
would be an attraction to tourists where
the ship could call in.

In addition, the ship could carry a small
percentage of cargo at port-to-port rates.
An Itinerary could be drawn up for the ship
so that it would call at various ports at
certain times. The main thing would be
for the shipping companies to have suffi-
dient notice of the ship's arrival at any
particular port. The same ship could be
used on the North-West- run during the
winter months to carry tourists to the
North-West of this State and the north of
Australia. There are many tourist attrac-
tions in those parts, I am told. Unfortu-
nately, I have not had the pleasure of see-
ing them yet, but I am hopeful of being
able to visit those parts one of these days.
That is one suggestion the Premier could
well investigate.

If such a programme were tackled in the
right way, and we eventually had larger
ships serving the North-West ports, we
would find that we would have cargo space
to spare. I conclude by saying that I1
believe we have the necessary authority in
existence today. It is only a matter of
getting co-ordination between the different
tourist authorities to achieve the Premier's
objective.

SIR ROSS IMeLARTY (Murray) [8.22]:
1 support the Bill. I am one of those
members who have been fortunate
encugh to see many tourist resorts in sev-
eral parts of the world. I know that the
tourist trade in quite a number of countries
is extremely lucrative. Those countries

go after that trade, and do everything
possible to encourage the tourist and to
cater for his comfort and his enjoyment
whilst he is visiting those countries.

My experience of tourists is that they
are free spenders; and as long as they get
that which they desire, expense does not
seem to matter to a large number of them.
I have no doubt that those members who
have travelled and seen the tourist resorts
that I have seen would have had the same
experience. I think we have a, tourist
potential in this State. The Premier's
keenness in regard to that is shown by the
fact that in addition to his portfolio of
Premier he has also taken a portfolio to
administer what is now known as tourism.

I was very interested in the speech by
the member for Merredin-Yilgarn; and
though he opposed the Bill, I consider that
many of his remarks were quite practical.
It is no use our saying that it will be easy
to encourage tourists to this State; and the
mnember for Merredin-Yilgarn gave many
practical reasons why this would not be so.
The long distances which would have to be
travelled by tourists visiting this State were
emphasised by that bonourable member,
and there is no doubt that they would be
a serious drawback. I suppose that in
most parts of the State we would have
something which would interest tourists.

For instance, in our far-flung North, at
Wittenoom Gorge, there is some wonderful
scenery and a flourishing and interesting
industry which is well worth a visit. Also,
in the Kimberleys there is much to inter-
est a tourist; and then, travelling south-
especially the far south, in that district
represented by the member for Warren-
there would be many beauty spots to inter-
est tourists.

However, those people who come from
overseas-I think the member for Merre-
din-Yilgarn said something along these
lines-do not leave Britain or the United
States of America to visit Western Aus-
tralia only. They come to see Australia
as a whole, if possible; but they have
only a limited time to spend here, and
many of them have only a limited amount
of money. Our aim is to ensure that
tourists see as much as possible in the
short time at their disposal, and at a
reasonable cost.

The Premier said that seiling the
State's tourists assets is a long-range job.
I agree with him. There is no doubt it
will take some time; because, throughout
the world today-including the Eastern
States and the Dominion of New Zealand
-there are many attractions for tourists.
and they are much easier to see than
those In Western Australia. The Premier
is also right when he says that, for a
start at least. we will have to depend
mainly on tourists from the Eastern States.
I repeat that people from the Eastern
States have much to see on their own
side of Australia.
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In New South Wales, the Blue Moun-
tains are quite close to Sydney; and in
Victoria there are many scenic drives
within a short distance of Melbourne-In-
eluding snow-capped mountains--and
there are the attractions of Mt. Kosciusko
in New South Wales. In Queensland, too,
there are many well known and popular
tourist resorts. Therefore, within the Corn-
monweaith itself we are laced with keen
competition from the other States. The
member for Merrediia-Yilgarfl was right
in regard to that.

Of course, there is an added inducement
for tourists to come to Western Australia
which should be exploited. It is quite an
interesting trip to come across the Nullar-
bor Plain in the Transcontinental train-
one of the best and most up-to-date in
the world. Of course, one would not want
to keep travelling back and forth across
Australia:, but to those who have not
made the trip, it is an, interesting ex-
perience. Alternatively, if one wants a
pleasant boat trip, a journey to Western
Australia by one of the interstate boats
provides a good medium for one to have
a complete rest and aL good holiday. So
we might be able to do something in that
direction.

I also believe that our slogan should be,
"See your own country first!" The mem-
ber for Albany spoke of the thousands of
people who leave Australia every year to
go overseas--mostly, I would think, as
tourists: and I do not wonder at that.
However, a great number of them have a
very limited knowledge of their own
country because they have not travelled
around it. For their own edification and
interest, and for the Improvement of their
education generally, it would be advan-
tageous for Australians to see as much of
their own Country as they possibly could
before going abroad.

The Premier also said-I think I can
quote him correctly-that in Australia
last Year £10,000,000 was spent by tourists.
If we could get one-tenth of that amount
spent in our State, we would do very well.
I disagree with the member for Merredin-
Yllgarn on his statement that the Govern-
ment would not benefit to any extent. if
tourists came to this State and spent
£1,000,000, that money would be widely
distributed amongst the general taxpayers;
and I suppose the Treasurer would
utimately get his cut of it.

If he Is like previous Treasurers I have
known, he will make every effort. So I
think we could get some of this £10,00,000.
The big question in regard to tourists--and
this is most important; there Is no doubt
about it-is that they should have proper
accommodation and proper transport pro-
vided for them. In those countries in which
I have travelled, where the tourist trade is
such a lucrative one, I also found that
much courtesy was shown. 'In dealing with
the accommodation problem, I know that If

tourists cannot get the accommodation
they desire, they rapidly leave the par-
ticular centre.

It must also be remembered-and I would
say this to some of my friends outside
Parliament who are interested in the tourist
trade-that we do not want to get it into
our heads that tourists will come into a
particular town, stay there for weeks, and
spend their money lavishly. They move
about. They are not still for very long:.
and, of course, the question of transport
again arises.

Members who have travelled through
Europe and Britain will know the magnifi-
cent coaches that are provided for tourists.
There is every possible comfort, in those
coaches. Both the roof and the sides are
enclosed with glass; they are air-condi-
tioned; and one can see everything that
one desires. When the coach pulls into an
hotel or eating-place, one is provided with
the very best accommodation; and this, of
course, is what the tourist looks for.

I would say to the Premier-and I believe
that before long we will be giving con-
sideration to an amendment to the
Licensing Act-that the accommodation
problem with respect to the tourist trade
is his No. 1 obstacle. Like myself, other
members have travelled throughout this
State. I have gone into hotels where I have
found I have had to share a rooom-and a
very small room at that. I have always
been one who likes to get to bed reasonably
early, and I have often found that my
fellowl room-mate has come in pretty late.

Apart from that, I have had the
experience of his snoring; and the little
matter of his getting in and out of bed,
no doubt for very compelling reasons; but
if tourists have to put up with that sort of
thing when they come here, we just will not
get them. The first requirement is good
hotels. The Premier did say he was going
to do something to encourage the improve-
ment of hotels and motels.

Mr. Graham: Is this Act to override the
Licensing Act ?

SIr Ross McLARTY: Oh no ! As the
member for East Perth heard me say, it is
likely that this session we will have some
amendment to the Licensing Act; and I
think it is very necessary, if we are to
cater for the tourist trade. When I have
been travelling abroad, and I have come In
from sightseeing-perhaps at 9 o'clock at
night-my experience has been that I have
had no difficulty whatever In getting a
meal at the hotel at which I was staying.
Nor did I have any diffculty in getting a
drink.

Mr. W. Hegney: You can get them at the
hamburger stalls here.

Sir Ross McLARTY: That would not suit
the tourists; we would have to do better
than that.

Mr. Nalder: The American tourists like
hamburgers.

1303



1304 [ASSEMBLY.1

Sir Ross McLARTY: The American
tourists are very free spenders, and they
require the best of accommodation and
transport.

Mr. Hawke: Can you improve the hotel
accommodation by Act of Parliament ?

Sir Ross MeLARTY: I think we might be
able to do something in that direction,
although I know the position presents some
difficulties. One honourable member
referred to the keen competition that
hotels had to face from clubs.

Mr. Nalder: I think you have hit the
nail on the bead.

Sir Ross McLARTY: Some of these hotels
are losing so much trade that they are
finding it difficult to provide this much-
needed accommodation.

Mr. Nulsen: Would you require the clubs
to make accommodation available for their
patrons ?

Sir Ross MeLARTY: It depends on the
type of club. We cannot expect the sport-
ing clubs to do that, because they just
could not manage it. Another aspect that
must be considered is that tourists will
advertise the State. There is no doubt
about that. If they can go away with a
good impression of the State-and again I
think the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
will agree-it must be of some advantage
both with regard to future investment and
also in encouraging other tourists to come
here.

We are all hoping that the many visitors
who will come here for the Empire Games
will prove of great value to the future
tourist trade. We are bound to have a
large influx of people; though not as
large, perhaps, as some people expect, be-
cause there again the accommodation prob-
lem becomes a very real one.

Mr. Graham: But we have no provision
for the swimming competitions.

Sir Ross McLARTY: We will have to
'wait and see what happens about that.
I now want to say a word about the Bill
itself. The authority to be set up is to con-
sist of eight members, of which the Minis-
ter or his nominee will be chairman. One
will be nominated by the Minister for
Lands. He will come from the Lands De-
partment. One member will be nominated
by the Minister for Works, and one by the
Minister administering the Main Roads
Act.

Mr. araham: One from the Treasurer
as well.

Sir Ross McLARTY: Yes, and two are
to be appointed who will be deemed to
represent persons having a special interest
in the development and publicising of the
tourist attractions of the State. When we
look at subparagraph (v) of paragraph
(b) of clause 4 we find-

one shall be appointed who shall
be deemed to represent the Councils of
the Country Municipalities and Boards
of Country Road Districts.

I would ask the Premier if there is a need
to have one member nominated by the
Minister for Works and another nomin-
ated by the Main Roads Department.
These two departments usually come under
the Minister for Works, and I should
have thought he would be able to obtain a
suitable nominee from one of his depart-
ments.

Mr. Graham: It looks as though the
Premier has a double-headed penny also.
He nominates the chairman, and another
representative as the Treasurer.

Sir Ross McLARTY: I was about to
suggest to the Premier that he might agree
to have the two departments to which I
have referred represented by one nominee,
and allow the country municipalities to
have one representative, and the country
road boards the other.

The Premier might consider that the
metropolitan districts should be repre-
sented by the appointee of the municipali-
ties. I think he should make provision
for the road boards to be represented. I
commend that suggestion to him and hope
he will agree to it.

Mr. W. Regney: In that case the Gov-
ernment nominees would not be in the
majority.

Sir Ross McLARTY: There is a poten-
tial for the tourist trade in this State.
It is an industry worth encouraging, and
we should go after it. This State has
much to offer not only to Eastern States
visitors, but also to those travelling over-
seas. If they were to remain for a week
to 10 days in Western Australia we could
show them many attractions, and they
would leave with a good impression not
only of this State but of Australia as a
whole.

Mr. Nulsen: It will be a year or two
before there can be any profit.

Sir Ross McLARTY: The Premier says
that we cannot expect success straight-
away. The effort is worth while. I sup-
port the second reading.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [8.411:
I shall add a few words in favour of this
Bill. I was interested in the remarks of the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn, although I
do not agree with much of what he said.
One query is raised in my mind as a re-
sult of his remarks. Did that honour-
able member oppose the local products
campaign inaugurated by his Govern-
ment? I do not think he did.

Mr. Kelly: There Is no analogy.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is. It was

boosting our local products. Surely an
authority to boost the tourist possibilities
of this State is in the same category as
a programme for boosting local products!I
In both cases there is a need to advertise
effectively what this State can offer and
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can produce; secondly, there is a need
to show what we can produce by manu-
facturing a genuine article. If it Is a
commodity which can be eaten or worn,
and can be seen; but if it is tourism, we
have to provide adequate facilities to cater
for those travelling here.

One point raised by the member for
Merredln-Yilgarn is worthy of considera-
tion. The organisations which are in-
terested in providing the facilities for tour-
ists in the hope of increasing their busi-
ness do not seem to have a great deal of
say on the proposed authority. Under
clause 10, all the funds are to come from
Government sources. There should be an-
other provision in clause 10 to provide for
the contribution of funds by outside
sources; by so doing they will have a
greater right to have a say on the
authority.

The member for Murray was right in
advocating that one or two of the Govern-
ment representatives should be left out,
and more outside representation included.
That step would be justified if the pri-
vate sources contribute to the funds. From
my reading of the clause, they do not
appear to be able to do so.

If we are to achieve success in attract-
ing tourists, we must be practical and place
our feet on the ground even if we hold
our heads in the clouds. From the re-
marks made, one would imagine that the
only tourists who could be expected are
those from overseas. That is incorrect.
The first tourists we want are those resi-
dent in our own State. Many of our own
people have not seen the attractions to
be found in this State, because they have
not been told about them. AS a whole, the
people are not of an inquiring mind. The
attractions have to be placed before them
100 times.

The second source of tourists would be
those from the other States of the Com-
monwealth. There is reference to tourists
in the country spending Z1O,000,000 a
year. There is a potential of 10,000,000
tourists in the Eastern States; many of
them can be induced to visit Western
Australia. Most of them do not know
what this State has to offer.

I now refer to what is required by tour-
ists. The first essential is comfortable
means of travel. Even the visitors from
the Eastern States have a very long jour-
ney across country which many people re-
gard as uninteresting. We can make the
Nullarbor Plain interesting and give life
to that country by explaining what is
there. We should tell them what awaits
them at the end of their Journey. We have
one of the most comfortable train journeys
of any in the world. That in itself should
be an inducement to the tourists; but do
we tell them about it? We seem to de-
cry our railway system. We take the
wrong attitude altogether. If that were

a rail journey in the U.S.A., we would not
be decrying it. We would tell everybody
of the wonderful trip.

After providing a comfortable journey
we have to give the tourists some facilities.
These facilities to be extended to the
tourists include organised tours, which
should be an essential part of our attrac-
tions. Invariably on arriving in this State,
and after accommodation has been ar-
ranged, the tourists ask. "Where can we
go for one, two, or three days?" We
should have conducted tours when the
driver, the host, or the hostess could tell
them of the attractions they see whilst
journeying. Where there are fewer than
five passengers we should not say to the
tourists, "The trip will be cancelled." That
sort of treatment does not encourage
tourists.

Some years ago I experienced a strik-
ing example of the kind of treatment to be
found in Europe. I went on a trip from
Venice to _Innsbruck with my wife, We
boarded ai palatial coach. There was a
driver and a lady hostess. On this long
journey, the passengers consisted of my
wife and myself. It was a very enjoyable
trip. My point is that the trip was not
cancelled because of the lack of passengers.
The only other passengers were those who
boarded and alighted at Intermediate
stops.

We should also provide facilities for
tourists bringing their own cars to this
State; and we already have available
"Drive Yourself" cars for those who
require them. Tourists of this type should
be supplied with suitable accommodation,
and with directions for them to move
around and find such accommodation.

Most of the tourists are not millionaires.
I disagree with the member for Murray
when he says that most tourists are over-
flowing with money and do not care how
much they spend. The greater number of
them want to know how much they can
get for their money, and how far they
can go. They like to know before leaving
home, so that their finances will be ade-
quate to meet their needs.

Many of the demands of the tourists are
very simple. This can be illustrated by
some of the facilities that are provided
in Europe. In Austria, in particular, there
are tourist bureaus in every little centre.
Brochures are distributed telling of the
walks around various centres.

That may not appeal to Australians, but
it does to people of every nationality over
there. One is provided with a plan of
walks and they are numbered 1, 2, 3, and
so on. If a Person decides to take walk
No. 3. he will, as he walks along the track.
see No. 3 posted up on the trees or on
posts. So long as a person follows the
sign of "3" he can do the circuit and
return to the point from where he started.

Mr. J. Hegney: Does it show you how to
get from walk 3 to walk 4?
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: No. That gives
an idea how they cater for tourists in
many simple ways. There is no reason
why we should not arrange train tours.
Such train tours can provide every facility;
and the train is fitted with a loudspeaker.
The conductor explains the scenery; and
when he is not talking, music is played
over the sound system. The whole day Is
organised. There are plenty of such trips
which we could arrange, either by train
or bus; it does not matter which. We could
use whichever suits a particular occa-
sion.

We are very modest when we talk about
our tourist attractions. The member for
Merredin-Yilgarn seemed particularly
ashamed of many of the things we have.
We should give publicity to the best that
we have. One of the biggest surprises I
ever received was when I went to France
and visited Nice on the Riviera. Ftom
what I had heard, I pictured Nice as being
one of the most marvellous places in the
world; but when I got there what did I
find?

The beach was composed of grey stones,
and one could neither walk on it nor sit
on it. One was not in the race to have
one's lunch on the beach. It was even
necessary to put one's shoes on to walk
into the water. Were those things adver-
tised about Nice? No. One was told of
the beautiful sunshine and the blue Medi-
terranean sea. That sort of advertising
brings people from the northern parts of
Europe: and the English people are
anxious to leave their grey skies for some
sunshine. Surely there are many people
in Melbourne and Tasmania who would
like to get away from their dismal weather
and come to this State and enjoy the sun-
shine.

Mr. W. Hegney: There is nothing to beat
City Beach in this State.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I agree; but we
are not telling people about what we have.
Some of the places which are regarded as
world-renowned are not as good as those
we have. In most cases, what they have
on the Continent has been provided by
English tourists. The promenade at the
beach at Nice was indirectly paid for by
English people. That is what I have been
told, and no doubt it is a true statement.

Mr. Lawrence: What about spending a
few quid on South Fremantle beach?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have no objec-
tion to that. There is plenty of room for
improvement everywhere.

Mr. Lawrence: That's for sure!
Mr. W. A. MANNING: The member for

Albany mentioned that in recent times the
Licensing Court seems to have encouraged
the expansion of bar trade instead of the
expansion of accommodation. If to drink is
regarded as the most common desire of
tourists, then the People on the Continent
do not know anything about tourists. The

Continental hotels do not concentrate on
the bar side; they are more concerned with
accommodation. If one looked for the bar,
one would find it at the back of the lounge.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about on the foot-
path?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They have cafes
and tables on the footpath, but I am talk-
ing about hotels where accommodation is
provided.

Mr. Jamieson: They have a different
licensing set-up altogether.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They have a
different attitude. They do not regard
hotels as places for beer; they are places
at which to stay. Tourists are not re-
stricted to time. If they arrive back at the
hotel at 9 o'clock in the evening, they are
able to obtain dinner. But, how would one
get on in a Western Australian hotel at 9
o'clock at night if one entered the dining
room and expected dinner? One would be
a sheer optimist to do it.

At the Continental hotels one can obtain
morning and afternoon tea in the dining
rooms. However, in this country we have
not the faintest idea of providing good
hotel accommodation. The Continental
hotels specialise In different ways. In
France, the hotels specialise in hors
d'oeuvres; in Norway they feature a buffet
type of meal, which is different from that
obtained in the rest of the Continent; in
Switzerland, they have a different way of
bringing helpings around the tables. Each
country has a different feature in its
hotels.

If one were staying at a hotel and desired
to move around during the day, the hotel
proprietor would provide a package lunch.
When one reached another town at which
there was a hotel, one could take that
lunch into the dining room and eat it at
the table. Try doing that in Western
Australia!

Mr. J. Hegney: It is a matter of
reciprocity.

Mr. W. Hegney: What do they charge?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Our hotels will

have to endeavour to meet the needs of
tourists; and the things I have mentioned
are those which I consider the authorities
will have to iron out. The member for
Murray thinks that most of these things
can be done by legislation. However, it is
not possible to legislate for courtesy or for
tourists from hotels-

Mr. Lawrence: How would you have a
tourist from a hotel as You just stated?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not know
what the honourable member means.

Mr. Lawrence: A tourist from a hotel.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not know to

what the honourable member is referring.
Tourists who come to this State from over-
seas or the Eastern States will have to be

1306



(Tuesday, 1 September, 1959.) 1307

given a good service. However, I cannot
imagine how this change can be brought
about by means of legislation. I hope
something can be done along the lines I
have suggested. I support the Bill.

MRt. HAWKE (Northam) [8.58]: We
hear a great amount of talk of a general-
ised character about the tourist trade-and
I am not referring to the speeches which
have taken place in this Chamber today.
For instance, we hear some people talking
about the tourist industry. I think we are
drawing the long bow very strongly indeed
if we describe the tourist trade or the
tourist business as an industry.

It is true that the entry of tourists in any
numbers into a State or country does bring
with it a considerable amount of spend-
ing money. It is also true, as pointed out by
the member for Murray, that the spending
of this money by these temporary residents
from other places has a good effect on
trade. It means more money for the hotels'
more money for the cinemas and theatres
which put on large stage shows; and more
money, of course, for retail shops generally,
and particularly those which trade in
foodstuffs and the like. And to the extent
that tourist trade comes into a state or
country and comes in regularly, it provides
additional activity In the retail trades; and,
to a lesser extent, the wholesale and manu-
facturing activities are increased.

In thinking about the tourist trade-
if we can agree to call it that-we must
not overlook the fact that we lose as well
as gain, because the tourist business Is not
a one-way traffic. Just as people come to
Western Australia, for instance, from other
countries and other States of Australia.' so
people from Western Australia travel to
other parts of Australia, and some-the
fortunate ones-travel overseas to other
countries.

I do not know whether any reliable
statistics are maintained as to the net
result to Western Australia of the tourist
business; as to whether, on balance, we
lose or gain as a State, from the number
of tourists who come here and the amount
they spend in comparison with the number
of Western Australian citizens who go away
from Western Australia for the time being,
and the amount of money they take with
them and spend in other States and other
countries.

I agree strongly with the member for
Narrogin who emphasised the great
potential value, from a tourist Point of
view, which lies in the hands of our own
citizens, and the opportunity which should
be used to encourage greater numbers of
them to see more of Western Australia as
against, for instance, going to Adelaide,
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, or, perhaps.
even Hobart.

Some People argue that it is better to
go to another State or country, if in A
position to do so; and their argument is
that travel broadens the mind. They seem

to think it quite logical to believe that If
one goes to South Australia or some other
State or country one can broaden the mind
much more than If, being a resident of
Perth, one goes to Albany, Geraldton,
Wyndham, or some other places situated
within our State.

Mr. Nulsen: Not forgetting Esperance.
Mr. HAWKE: Not forgetting Esperance,

as the member for Eyre suggests. I think
there is a lot of nonsense talked about this
broadening of the mind with travel. In
my view, everything depends upon the
individual. One individual would learn
more by travelling from Perth to Fremantle
than another type of individual would
learn from travelling all around the world.

There are, I think, in Western Australia,
some very great places of interest and of
very great beauty. I have had an oppor-
tunity on more than one occasion to visit
Wittenoom Gorge where the blue asbestos
industry is being operated. Wittenoom
Gorge could not be built up as a tourist
centre because, in the first Place, not only
is it too far from Perth, but it is also a
great distance away from the North-West
ports. In addition, it has a fairly severe
summer climate. Some people though, I
believe, could be persuaded to go there
during the winter months when the
climate is very good.

The rugged grandeur of Wittenoom
Gorge has to be seen to be believed. Speak-
ing purely from the tourist trade point
of view, it is a great pity that Wittenoom
Gorge is not within, say, 200 or 300 miles
of Perth. If it were so situated, I am
convinced that a great many people would
visit it regularly to see the grandeur of
the scenery; and also, incidentally, to see
the industry wvhich is being operated.

Therefore, I think there is probably
more tourist potential for Western Aus-
tralia within its own population-at least
for Some years to come-than there is in
the People in the Eastern States, or over-
seas who might be attracted here.

Sir Ross McLarty: They do not bring in
fresh money, do they?

Mr. HAWKE: No; they do not bring in
fresh money. But if they spend their
period of vacation or holidays in Western
Australia, instead of spending it in the
Eastern States or an overseas country, they
retain in Western Australia a considerable
amount of money which otherwise they
would take out of it.

Sir Ross McLarty: We will never stop
them from going overseas.

Mr. HAWKE: I am not suggesting that
we will. I am saying, by way of agreement
with one of the Points made by the mem-
ber for Narrogin, that we would benefit
considerably by preaching, as it were, to
our own People, and practising, as it were.
a policy of "See Western Australia." I
suppose that if a census could be taken
amongst the people of Western Australia
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as a whole, it would be found that a great
number of them have never been to
Dongara.

Mr. Brand: What a pity!
Mr. HAWKE: Or to Oeraldton or

Albany; or to many other places of great
scenic interest, and of other considerable
interest as well. I think there is a great
deal of xalue in trying to prevail more
and more on our own people to see more
of Western Australia. If they had the
right type of mind they would learn as
much by travelling around Western Aus-
tralia as they would learn from visiting
one of the other States of Australia,

I am not suggesting that we should be-
come one-eyed, self-centred, or parochial;
but that, perhaps, we could retain a good
deal of money within Western Australia
which would otherwise go out If we could
prevail more upon our own people to travel
to places of interest within our own borders.

in supporting the member for Narrogin
in that matter, I am not suggesting for
a moment that we should not try to get a
greater number of people from the Eastern
States and overseas countries to come here.
There is, in fact, a fairly solid regular
stream of people coming from Eastern
Australia to Western Australia to spend
their holidays. That is not a new develop-
ment. It has been going on for a con-
siderable number of years.

The main tourist attractions of Western
Australia are fairly well known in the
Eastern States. I think it is true to say
that the best advertisement for tourism
within Western Australia is derived from
the tourists who come here from one of
the other States and go back, after a
holiday here, satisfied, if not enthusiastic,
with the reception and services accorded
them in this State, as well as with the
places of interest visited.

I was interested in what the member
for Narrogin said about some of the
highly Publicised tourist centres in other
countries. What he told us about the poor
quality of the beaches in some much-
boomed places, reminded me of an
American tourist who was in New South
Wales some years ago. This man had
been around the world many times pre-
viously: but had not till then visited Aus-
tralia. On this, his sixth-or possibly his
10th-tour around the world he included
Australia in his travels and, on his land-
ing at Sydney, almost every person he met
told him he must see the Blue Mountains
at IKatoomba; and finally he was prevailed
on to make that trip.

Prior to going to Katoomba this visitor
saw everything else worth while within a
reasonable distance Of Sydney in several
directions: and each time, when he re-
turned to his hotel, the Press boys wanted
his impressions, which he readily and
enthusiastically gave. On his return from
Katoomba, the Press boys fastened on him.

anxious that he should say the Most glow-
ing things imaginable about the Blue
Mountains at Katoomba. They asked him
what his Impressions were of those
mountains, and he gave a reply which
I believe caused him to be chased out of
New South Wales. He said, "Well, I
have visited most countries in the world
many times, in which there are moun-
tains of any consequence. I have seen
the highest and the longest mountains in
the world and, in view of that. I would
prefer to say nothing about the hills at
Katoomba." That could easily coincide
with what the member for Narrogin said
about some of the so-called beaches and
so on in other countries.

As a Bill, the measure now before us
does not appeal very much to me. We
know that every Bill is a piece of paper
with some words on it; and that applies
in this instance. Some Bills, when they
become law, are tremendously important
and achieve practical results. T h i s
measure, if it became law, could achieve
practical results; but I do not see any
practical result which could be achieved
by this Bill which could not be achieved
without it. The authority which the Bill
proposes to set up Is, in my judgment, a
highly departmentalised authority. One
could almost describe it as socialistic in
its set-up.

Mr. J. Hegney: Surely that is the last
thing we want!

Mr. HAWKE: A quick perusal of the
personnel set out in the Bill for the pro-
posed authority forces one to the conclu-
sion that the selection of the personnel
was either made in a hurry, or made by
some highly-placed departmental officer.
I do not know why so many departments
should be represented on the suggested
authority. The Bill proposes that the
Minister for Tourists, or his nominee, shall
be the chairman of the authority. Pre-
sumably the Minister will give as much
time as possible to the authority, should
Parliament agree to set it up; and there-
fore he would be in a position to repre-
sent nearly all the departments.

I agree that Parliament should not set
up an authority which would have on it
a majority of persons who could take the
whole of the powers out of the hands of
the Government and, willy-nilly, incur
great expenditure, much of which might
not be justified and might not produce
the results we would all wish to see
achieved. I am doubtful whether we need
an authority consisting of eight members
to do this job. At present I suppose it
could be said that we have an authority-
although not a statutory one--of two main
persons managing and controlling the
policy on tourism in relation to Western
Australia. those two persons being the
minister and the Diector of the Tourist
Bureau.
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It might be thought that they have not
in the past produced all the results we
would have liked to see. However, as the
member for Murray pointed out, there are
practical limitations to the number of
tourists who can regularly be catered for
satisfactorily anywhere.

If we were to bring tourists into Western
Australia at double last year's rate, we
might find that, instead of promoting the
cause of tourism in this State, we would
be doing it harm. As I said earlier, the
best advertisement for tourism in Western
Australia is the tourist who comes here
from some other State or country and
returns to his home satisfied and even
singing the praises of this State. By
the same rule, but in reverse, the worst
possible advertisement for tourism in this
State would be to have visitors going
away and saying, in their own States or
countries, "There is no adequate or suit-
able accommodation in Western Austra-
lia for tourists," or something to that
effect.

In any event I do not think we can pep
up the rate of tourist entry in Western
Australia very rapidly; and I am sure we
cannot step it up rapidly on a. safe basis.
I think there is a direct and fairly clear-
cut relationship between the accommoda-
tion which exists, and the demand for
accommodation. After all, we cannot
expect the owner of a hotel in Albany,
Bunbury, Geraldton or some other place
to spend, perhaps. £500,000 doubling the
number of rooms in his hotel on the off -
chance that he will get twice as many
people wanting accommodation at his hotel
next sunmmer or next winter as he did
last summer or last winter.

Whichever way this subject is tackled
by the Government, or by Parliament, I
would not look for or expect spectacular
results. I think it is something which will
build up gradually and surely, and there-
fore safely.

I could understand the proposed au-
thority of eight members if the Govern-
ment. without coming to Parliament, was
setting up a sort of advisory committee-
a committee to advise the Government
on the best steps to be taken from time
to time to cater for tourists, and to attract
them in adequate numbers to Western
Australia. Even then, I would be inclined
to think that there might be too many
departmental officers provided for. How-
ever, this is to be a committee or authority
with statutory powers-and they are quite
extensive powers which, to a large extent
or to a complete extent, are held by the
Government or the Minister today. There
is no Power -proposed under the Bill for
this authority which the Government does
not possess and cannot exercise now.

So this measure does not propose to give
the Government any additional legal au-
thority or power; it merely proposes to
set up an authority under statute, and to

give it legal power to do things which the
Government can do today without any
trouble or difficulty. If the Government,
in setting up this proposed statutory au-
thority, had Planned to bring within the
authority more of the outside organisa-
tions which have been and still are active
in regard to the promotion of tourism in
Western Australia. the Government prob-
ably would be justified in seeking to set
up a statutory authority as against con-
tinuing on the same basis as previously; or
as against setting up by administrative
action an advisory committee on tourism.

Therefore, there seems to be no vital
need to set up a statutory authority, be-
cause all the things Proposed in this Hill
can now be done by the Government by
way of administration. However, if there
is to be a statutory authority it seems that
the Proposed personnel should be changed
rather substantially, if not drastically. In
the event of the personnel of the proposet.
authority being changed substantially,
there might subsequently be a need to
alter some of the succeeding parts of the
Bill, because I Quite agree that an authority
set up under the law in regard to tourism,
or anything else, should not be constituted
in such a way as to be able to take out of
the hands of the Government the spending
of public money, for instance.

In addition, there are one or two other
Powers given to the proposed authority by
tis Bill which we would not give to an

authority which could be regarded as being
strongly non-Government, as this one
would be if the personnel were to be altered
somewhat along the lines I have suggested.
Apart from the five Government members
on the authority, one is to be appointed to
represent the councils of the country muni-
cipalities and the boards of the country
road districts: and two are to be appointed
who shall be deemed to represent persons
having a special interest in the develop-
ment and Publicizing of the tourist attrac-
tions of the State.

Someone suggested that instead of hav-
ing only one Person to represent the muni-
cipal councils and road boards there
should be one to represent the councils and
one to represent the road boards; and that
suggestion might have a good deal of merit.
In relation to the two who are to be
deemed to represent persons having a spec-
ial interest in the promotion of tourism
within Western Australia, I would think
that the number of two would be far too
small to represent those interests. After
all, there are many organisations within
the State which have a keen interest in the
Promotion of tourism: there are many or-
ganisations which play an active part in
doing that.

I suppose we could say that the Chain-
bers of Commerce, for instance, have a
vital interest in it; not only the Chambers
of Commerce in Perth and Fremantle, but
also the Chambers of Commerce at Al-
bany, Sunbury, Geraldton, and so on.
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We know, too, that there are tourist
bureaus set up locally in certain country
areas. I think there is one at Bunbury,
one at Albany, and one at Geraidton; and
there are many other organisatlons which,
If they are not already directly and actively
concerned in the promotion of tourism,
could, with great advantage, be brought in.
I have in mind at the moment, for instance,
the Country Women's Association. I
presume the Premier, in thinking ahead in
regard to the personnel of this committee,
has thought, like most men do, of having
eight men on the authority.

Mr. Rowberry: You are getting down to
tintacks now.

Mr. HAWKS: I heard the Minister for
Health this afternoon say that the word
"him" includes the word "her," and the
word "his" includes the word "hers," and
that the greater includes the lesser. That
thinking is out of date; and if the Minis-
ter for Health does not believe me I suggest
he discuss the matter with Mrs. Hutchin-
son when he goes home.

However, joking apart, I think that
organisations like the Country Women's
Association could be of tremendous value
on an authority of this kind if they were
given a representative. There are many
other organisations of a State-wide char-
acter the names of which come to mind,
and which could be mentioned as sources
from which effective representation could
be obtained.

I do not want to mention any others
because once one starts to particularise,
one easily reaches a situation that becomes
Impossible. The more individual organisa-
tions one mentions, the more one has to
mention; and we know that therc Is a
limit to the number of persons that could
be appointed to an authority of this kind.
I suggest very strongly, however, that this
proposed authority is heavily over-depart-
mentalised.

Furthermore, I question again-as I have
done during the time I have been speaking
-the necessity for any statutory authority
when the proposed statutory authority will
have not one scrap more Power or authority
that the Premier and his fellow Ministers
have In their hands at present. Without
any legislation they could do everything
that is suggested or proposed in the Bill,
because they have the power under gen-
eral statutes to do it now. I think there
is much in what the member for Merre-
dln-Yilgarn said about finance being the
greatest essential to advertising further
Western Australia's tourist attractions and
to developing our tourist potential.

I say again-as I said previously-that
I do not think we could handle any
spectacular tourist Increase even if It could
be brought about in a spectacular way. I
do not think it can be brought about in
that way. The tourist business is like most
classes of business: it has to be developed
naturally. it is a business that is growing

all the time as Australia increases in
Population and in growth. I am not sure
what effect hire-purchase has on it. I am
not sure whether hire-purchase assists the
growth of tourism or restricts it.

Mr. W. A. Manning: One can have a
tour on hire-purchase.

Mr. HAWKE: I suppose so. But I think
one could argue both ways, without
being sure which argument was correct.
For instance, people who buy articles on
a small deposit have more money on hand
with which to visit this State or some
other State. Against that, of course-to
the extent that they become deeply in-
volved in hire-purchase-they mortgage
their future wages and salaries and so
have not the cash in hand to have a
holiday In some State other than their
owvn.

Be that as it may. the practical issues
of the situation are such as to make mem-
bers of the House wonder very seriously
whether this legislation is justified, apart
from wondering whether we can achieve
any substantial or spectacular increase in
the tourist trade of Western Australia In
the reasonably near future. I am not a bit
keen about the Bill, because there is
nothing that it could do that could not be
done equally as well by administrative
action with an advisory committee to
assist the Minister.

Should the Bill be carried through the
second reading, I sincerely hope that the
Premier will Postpone the Committee con-
sideration of the measure until such time
as he has had another talk with his Min-
isters regarding the proposed personnel of
the authority. On reflection, I think they
would probably come to the conclusion that
the proposed personnel should be sub-
stantially altered, not only without doing
any harm or being detrimental in any way
to the proposed authority, but, on the other
hand, probably making it a much more
effective organisation should It ever be
given legal life.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) [9.361: i
support the Bill. I agree, in part, with all
that has been said by speakers on both
sides of the House. At the risk of weari-
some repetition, I say that tourism has
tremendous potential in Western Australia.
A tourist-whether he be a person travel-
ling from one of our own little towns to
another, or from the Eastern States on
a visit to this State, or from overseas--
brings in foreign capital; and wherever it
is spent it is welcome.

It is true, as the Leader of the Opposition
has said, that we can have the same action
in reverse; but as a Young State, we should
encourage and do everything else we
possibly can to increase the amount of
tourist money spent in this State. I know
that everything cannot be done overnight;
but there is no time like the present to take
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steps to build up an Organisation which
can do so much to help our tourist industry.
Fortunately, our tourist attractions-and I
think we have many-are not depleted
after having been seen by tourists.
They remain for others to see. Tourists
carry away only pleasant memories of the
State of Western Australia; and they can
be the best ambassadors for Western
Australia in their own country that we
could possibly get.

Mr. Jamieson: it is not like the Blarney
stone; being worn away by the tourists
kissing it.

Mr. OWEN: If we treat our tourists well,
they can do much to advertise this
State in their own States or countries. I
agree with the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn that a great deal of money has to
be spent on the tourist industry to build it
up: but unlike that honourable member, I
cannot agree that the Government will get
nothing out of it; or, if it does, the industry
will be no different from the others, which
Governments, both past and present, have
endeavoured to build up in this State.

What did the Kwinana. Oil Refinery and
the Broken Hill Proprietary rolling mills
bring to the Government ? The Govern-
ment gets very little from them directly,
but the people of the State benefit Quite a
lot from their establishment. Many people
are employed in those works, and there are
many other people who get their living out
of those industries either directly or in-
directly. Also, the State gets ai handsome
return indirectly because such industries
help to build up the State as a whole. The
same applies to the tourist Industry. If it is
to be encouraged and built up, the Govern-
ment must spend money on it; and the
local People-whether in Perth or any
other centre-must also be prepared to
invest money in it if they expect to collect
a return from the tourists visiting our
State.

I feel the authority that is being set
up could do quite a lot to co-ordinate the
activities of the Government and those
private individuals and organisations that
are interested in developing the tourist
trade and making a success of it. The
member for Merredln-Yilga-n said that we
had very little to off er. I do not agree with
the honourable member at all. I think we
have quite a lot to offer. We may not feel
we have the scenic grandeur that is evident
in other countries of the world, but it is
possible that that would appear to be so
because the attractions evident in this
State are commonplace to us; we see them
every day, and do not appreciate them
as much as we should.

Reference has been made to the other
States and what they have to offer: but
I know that many of the attractions that
are boomed in the other States are no
better than our own. What they lack
in grandeur they try to build up by means

of glamour. I think the same could be
done here. We should endeavour to
glamourise our tourist attractions. After
all, what has the Gold Coast got to offer
that we cannot match? It is Only glamour
and Private enterprise that have built this
tourist resort to the colossus it is today.
The beaches there are the same as ours.

Mr. W. Hegney: They are not as good.

Mr. OWEN: I agree that they are not
as good, and yet millions of pounds have
been spent there. If we could persuade
people like the Jews of Melbourne-
referred to by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn-to, spend millions of pounds in
glamourising our beaches, we could attract
tourists here without any difficulty at
all. In this matter of glamour, we alt
know how much the American film stars
are glamourised; how much they are pub-
licised; and how many millions of people.
pay thema homage and pay to see their
films. After all, they are ordinary people,
who have been made attractive by being
glamourised.

Then again, we have the American
artists brought to our shores who cry, and
moan, and wail, and leave our shores tak-
ing with them hundreds of thousands of
pounds. They are able to do this only,
be cause they have been glamourised. In
the same way, we can do a lot for our-
tourist attractions here. People like to,
see something that Is different. A classic
example of this is the money they wilt
pay to go and see the largest woman in
the world at a sideshow.

It is possible that when they come awayr
from the sideshow they are disappointed;
but they will be there again the next year
to see something which the spruikers might
be advertising. if we glamnourise our
attractions and what we have to offer. i
feel that we should be able to deliver the,
goods. It is no use glamourising these
advantages, and not being able to provide
the facilities that we advertise. If we
went about the matter in the right way.
I am sure we would have no difficulty-
whatever In attracting tourist capital to,
the State.

in mentioning something that is dif-
ferent, I would like to refer to the recent
TV aerial that has been built in my elec-
torate. Every day, hundreds of people fioclt
to see this TV mast; over the weekend
there were thousands of tourists viewing
it. After all is said and done, it is only a
mass of steel girders. But it is something
out of the ordinary; there is the touch
of glamour about it that brings people-
in their thousands to see it. That also
applies to attractions which we might con--
si'der commonplace, because we see themn
every day. It has been said that in the-
United States they have old covered wagons
and Indian totem poles which provide au
great attraction to tourists.
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Members know that we have aboriginal
mia miss and other aboriginal curiosities
which would provide a tremendous attrac-
tion for tourists; they would be glad to
Pay their dollar to see them. After all,
one only establishes a tourist trade for the
purpose of extracting money from tourists
The scope here Is unlimited. While we
may consider that Europe, England, and
America have scenery which is magnificent
in its grandeur, the people of those coun-
tries may not think it is so wonderful,
because to them it would be commonplace.
They would probably find more to attract
them in the scenery that we find common-
place. It is something that they have not
seen; it would be quite different. It is
only a matter of advertising these attrac-
tions and building up a story around them.
If we do that, the people will flock here
i their thousands,

It is up to the local people, in conjunc-
tion with the authority that is to be set up.
to put forward the case for tourism in this
State, What we get out of it will depend
entirely on what this authority, and the
people generally, put into it. The other
day I saw a reference to something called
the Plan. I had no idea what It meant.
but have since learned that it stands for
"Discover Australia with Shell." It is
possible that that organisation will spend
many thousand of pounds, and do quite
a lot towards helping people to discover
Australia; and at the same time encourage
them to use the company's products. It is
good business for the company and good
business for the State. Organisations like
that should be encouraged to develop their
products to enable them to attract tourists.

It is not my intention to go through the
many attractions that this State possesses.
The Leader of the Opposition touched on
some of the grand scenery in the North-
West. I agree with the views he expressed.
There is also some wonderful scenery in
the South-West, and in many other parts
of the State. There are many Unique
features to be seen. It has been said
that the authority to be set up is weighted
in favour of the Government, but I still
think that such representation is neces-
sary to enable it to function successfully.
One only has to read through the func-
tions of this body to see that.

The Minister for Lands controls the
parks and gardens, and his department
could do a lot in that direction. We also
have the Minister for Works and M ain
Roads represented; and this of course is
necessary, because one of the essentials of
a successful tourist industry is good roads,
to enable people to travel about easily and
comfortably. The country municipalities
and road districts are also represented;
and through them many of the country
tourist bureaus could Put forward their
side of the picture. The function of the
authority is to recommend to the Minister

measures for the publicising and develop-
ment of the tourist industry in the State;
to promote, assist, and co-ordinate the
activities of persons and organisations
interested in the development of the tourist
industry in this State; ahd, generally, to
investigate such matters relating to the
tourist industry as are referred to by the
Minister. No doubt our present Tourist
Bureau could do quite a lot in this direc-
tion; but the authority to be set up would
have wider representation and thus be able
to put forward its ideas and co-ordinate
them with other organisations.

The member for Albany suggested a
combined sea and road trip for visitors.
That suggestion has great possibilities.
The tourist vessel leaving Fremantle could
call at all ports to Esperance, and then
return to Albany where the passengers
could be discharged to return by road or
rail-preferably by road, thus enabling
them to travel off the beaten track if they
so desired. At the same time, bus loads of
tourists could have travelled from the
metropolitan area to Albany, where the
Passengers would board the vessel at
Albany. The boat could then do the return
journey to Esperance with these passengers
who had embarked at Albany. Fronm there
they could return on the vessel to the
metropolitan area, via all ports. By this
method there would be two two-way trips.
A visit to Roebourne or Port Hedland in
winter is quite pleasant. At those ports the
tourists could board the ship to go as far
as Wyndham and then return to FRemantle.
On the return trip north, the vessel could
take tourists to Wyndham, and later dis-
charge them at Roebourne, from where
they could return to Perth by road. The
combination of the two trips--one the
reverse of the other-would be very
economical. Such a journey would enable
the tourists to see the attractions along the
coast as well as inland.

If all the attractions in this State are
advertised and put forward by the people,
and co-ordinated by the proposed auth-
ority, we will go a long way in promoting
the tourist industry. I emphasise that the
necessary facilities to attract tourists are
good transport, good accommodation, and
good tour organisaton. If those facilities
are provided, we will he doing much to
encourage the industry. All these things
may not be achieved overnight, but they
can he built up gradually, so that
eventually the tourist industry may return
to this State many millions of pounds per
annum.

I cannot agree with the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn, because much of what
he said can be regarded as a lament. He
said we have nothing in this State to
attract tourists. I say there is a lot
in this State which attracts tourists.
I support the second reading and look for-
ward to the discussion during the Commit-
tee stage.
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MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [9,531: 1
had no intention of joining in this debate
until I beard some remarks by the preced-
ing speakers. Firstly I want to make an
explanation and apologise because I caused
some perturbation early in the debate by
suggesting that Bridgetown was the first
centre to inaugurate the apple festival.
I led the member for Albany along the
wrong path. The first centre to do that
was Donnybrook. As both the centres are
in the same electorate, no material harm
was done in suggesting that Bridgetown
was the first centre.

I am surprised that Western Australian-
born people-especially members of Parlia-
ment-who should put this State first, are
so deprecatory in regard to their own State.
It Is our duty to praise the State. Why
should members like myself be left to do
that? The saying that familiarity breeds
contempt is probably very true as regards
the attractions of this State.

Mr. W. Hegney: You have seen all the
rest.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I have seen several
countries in the world. I can say that
this State has attractions which are not
to be found in any other country. We do
not want the same attractions that are
found in other countries; we want some-
thing different, that is not to be found
elesewhere. For instance, in Western
Australia, there is more greensward than
in any other country I know of.

In my first week in this State I walked
down Barrack Street towards the river.
The beauty of the greensward against the
expanse of the river was breath-taking.
People here do not appreciate these things,
because they live with them. One has to
come from elesewbere to be able to realise
its beauty, and the tourists are people who
come from outside of the State. If we are
to criticise anything in this debate, we
should criticise the Bill and not the attrac-
tions-the landscape and the simple beauty
to be found in this State, particularly in
the South-West.

The point has been raised that the tourist
centres are too far away. I cannot under-
stand that viewpoint. I ask: Too far away
from where? It was Robert Louis Steven-
son who wrote, "It is better to travel than
to arrive." Even now I get Infinite enjoy-
ment in travelling fromn Perth to Pern-
berton, and vice versa, whenever I use my
own conveyance. There Is a never-ending
stream of beauty along our country roads
between here and Pemberton, to entice the
eye of those visiting the State.

On the road from Perth to Pemberton,
after 50 miles or~so, we pass the beautiful
little hamlet of Pinjarra. it is beautiful;
but because people here have seen it so
often, they cannot appreciate the fact. It
is situated on both sides of a river, with
a bridge In the middle of the township.
its quaintness and beauty cannot be com-
pared with any similar centre In the world.
That applies to other townships and vil-
lages on the road to Bridgetown.

Proceeding south we find magnificent
timber that has to be seen to be believed.
Some people go to Rome and other coun-
tries of the world to marvel at the great
man-made cathedrals, but right here in
this State are the cathedrals of timber
with which no man-made cathedrals
can compare. I spent part of my earlier
days in Western Australia in road camps.
The beauty of the scenery and the giant
timber so inspired me that I wrote poetry
about it. That is an Indication of how
such sights inspire people who are un-
accustomed to them.

Any move to stimulate interest and en-
able the tourist to visit outlying places
would be in the best interests of the State.
The roads here are probably the best in
Australia. I have spoken to people from
the Eastern States, and they are envious
of the condition of our roads, and of the
scenery alongside thenm. If we could make
the journey between the ports and the
inland centres in this State comfortable
and speedy for the visitors, I do not thinkc
that distance would make any difference,
or would detract from the attractions of
those places.

Most members who have spoken in this
debate have passed derogatory remarks
about the hotel accommodation in the
State as being unfit to live in. We our-
selves are partly responsible for that. As
Australians, we seem to have uncivilised
ways of drinking. We stand up to bars,
like horses at mangers, rather than sit
down In comfort in the lounges. Several
members stated that in France, and else-
where on the Continent, one could sit
down in the sunshine on the boulevarde,
and while enjoying a drink, watch the
people walking by. This can be done even
on a Sunday afternoon. Unfortunately
the average Australian prefers to drink at
the bar rather than in the lounge. I in-
clude myself in this remark. It is nothing
to be proud of.

One of the great tourist attractions;
which we have was not listed in the Prem-
ier's speech. He mentioned lakes, wild-
flowers, forests, museums, historical places,
coastal towns, and so on. However, nobody
has mentioned our women except that the,
Leader of the Opposition nearly broached
that subject. He only wants them as mem-
bers of the committee. I want them to be
publicised as a tourist attraction. They
are probably the best tourist attraction we
have. In Wetern Australia we probably
have the best-looking women in the world.

members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Andrew: You'll get on!

Mr. J. Hegiley: Not probably-for sure.

Mr. ROWBERRY: "Probably" Is a figure
of speech. Nowhere have I seen such
beautiful girls. As a matter of fact. t
married one.

Mr. Andrew: You made a good recovery.
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Mr. ROWBERRY: By the way, she reads
Hansard.

Mr. J. Hegney: You should join the dip-
lomatic service.

Mr. ROWBERRY: In his contribution to
the debate, the member for Narrogin said
that certain places in Europe provided
brochures f or tourists, and that these bro-
chures indicated Places where a tourist
could walk. At Pemberton, we have a little
tourist bureau which has been issuing bro-
chures to tourists for years and years. We
do not have to go to Southern Europe to
find them.

Mr. W. A. Manning: You haven't told us
about them.

Mr. ROWEERRY: I was a member of
the tourist committee in Pemnberton for
several years; and we got out a brochure
which was in the form of a map and is
similar in design to that issued by the

.A.C. There is a line down the side along
which places of interest are shown-places
to walk; and how to get from No. 3 route
to No. 2 route if one so desires. That has
been done by the Pemberton people from
their own resources, with slight help from
the Premier's Department. At present, we
are asking for further help; and I hope the
Premier is listening.

Mr. Brand: I did not hear you. What
did You say?

Mr. ROWBERRY: I mentioned the fact
that at Pemberton there is a tourist com-
mittee and a tourist bureau which was
probably one of the first in the State. I
said that out of its own resources this
bureau issued a brochure to tourists, and
that this brochure was similar to that
issued by the R.A.C. The tourist bureau
at Pemnberton recently asked for some help
from the Premier's Department; and!I said
I hoped the Premier was listening. I see
he is now.

I believe that the tourists who come to
Western Australia do not come for the
glamour or beauty of hotels; they come for
the simple life we can give them. I know
that from experience. Fart of my time was
spent as a guard on a log train, and we
would take tourists to the bush. They did
not ride in carriages; they rode on the
footplate. Some of them had never seen
a locomotive of that description in their
lives: I could tell that from their remarks.
One chap put his finger on the lagging
around the boiler. He said, "It is not very
strong, is it? It will not take much pres-
sure." That lagging is only about 12 gauge
iron; so obviously those people had never
been in that situation before. It was some-
thing which was unique for them.

Mr. Brand: You have a good point there,
and I agree with you.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I believe that our
greatest influx of tourists will come from
the Eastern States. However, at Pember-
ton I have taken people from all over the
world to and from the bush; and Ilam sure

that when they went home they empha-
sised the fact that Pemberton and the
South-West had timber unequalled in any
other part of the world. These things have
been provided for us by Providence.

Mr. Owen: What did you do with the
Duke of York down there?

Mr. ROWBERRY: We had the Duke of
Gloucester down there; but we were not
responsible for tipping over the Prince of
Wales, who went over between Bridge-
town and Manjimup.. We took the fluke
and Duchess of Gloucester to the bush in
a covered wagon. It was just an ordinary
railway wagon covered with a tarpaulin to
protect them from sparks. Coming home,
I asked the Duke what he thought of the
scenery, and the trees and the timber. In
fact, on the way home the Duke and
Duchess and their entourage started
guessing which trees were karri, and which
were red gum. They had a competition
amongst themselves. I said to the Duke,
"What do you think of it, Sir?" The fluke
replied, "I have never seen anything like
it in all my life.' I said, "It is not a patch
on Scotland, is it?"

Mr. Nalder: You are spoiling it now.
Mr. ROWBEERY: It is true. I am not

inventing the story. I tell the truth as
far as possible. I think that provision
should have been made in the Hill to in-
clude on the committee some of the
people who have pioneered tourism in
this State. This was also mentioned by
the member for Albany. Those people are
qualified to give advice. They have
pioneered the tourist business on their
own initiative. Therefore, they have the
knowledge and skill which members on
this committee-which will be just start-
ing off-could not possibly have. So,
there should be room for more repre-
sentation on the committee than is pro-
posed in the Bill. I also think provision
should have been made for road board
representation.

I know from personal experience that
the road board in my district-! am tell-
ing the truth, but perhaps I am not being
very tactful-spent quite a lot of money
in recent years in entertaining visitors
from overseas and interstate. That road
board has gone out of its way to take
people around the district to inspect the
timber, the industries, and our natural
beauties. Some of our attractions are man-
made. We have a natural Pool at Pember-
ton, and also a pool at Manjimup called
Ponty's Pool. I defy anyone to say that
there is a finer Pool in the world. It has to
be seen to be believed. It is breath-taking
in its beauty.

Mr. J. Hegney: And there is the story
behind it, too.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Members would be
filled with wonder if they could hear the
old chap who built this pool. The his-
tory of Mr. Fontanini should be recorded
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in the annals of the State. He established
himself in virgin karri forest, and now In
his home and In this pool he has blended
the beauty of his native country, Italy, with
a natural Australian setting. I have not
seen anything more beautiful in any other
part of the world.

I will support the Bill with the qualifica-
tion that there are certain things which I
feel need amending and which I hope will
be attended to in the Committee stage.
However, I do compliment the Government
on the active steps taken In promoting this
tourist industry; and I hope that when it
is established, the people who have
pioneered this industry-for want of a
better word-will not be forgotten and that
some provision will be made to utilise their
skill and knowledge.

On motion by Mr. Roberts, debate ad-
journied.

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOP-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

In Committee
Resumed from the 27th August. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair; Mr. Perkins (Minister for
Transport) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 6-Part V added (Partly con-
sidered) :

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on the clause after Mr. W. Hlegney had
moved the following amendment:-

Page 27, lines 15 and 16-Delete the
words "and at that time in each year
thereafter."

Mr. W. HEGNEY: As members know, the
member for Boulder was unfortunately
absent on other important business last
week. I understand that he has discussed
the position with you, Mr. Chairman. I
certainly discussed it with him. I gained
the impression from you last week that if
I moved my amendment and it was success-
ful, the member for Boulder's amendment
could either be submitted by him or by
somebody else on his behalf. However, I
understand it would be preferable, seeing
the member for Boulder is here, If I with-
drew my amendment, whereupon the
member for Boulder could move his amend-
ment appearing on the notice paper. With
the permission of the Committee, I seek
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Mr. J. HEONEY: If the member for Mt.
Hawthorn withdraws his amendment, and
the member for Boulder proceeds with his
amendment and it is defeated, then it will
not be Possible for the member for Mt.
Hawthorn to proceed with his amendment
because the Committee will have con-
firmed the passage down to the point
where the member for Boulder desires to
move his amendment. If the member for
Mt. Hawthorn wants to proceed with his
amendment, he had better do so now.

The CHAIRMAN: I made it perfectly
clear last Thursday that if the member
for Mt. Hawthorn moved his amendment,
it would debar the member for Boulder
from moving the first part of his amend-
ment. However, if the member for
Boulder at this stage sees fit to move to
delete all words from the word "subject"
in line 12 to the word "nine' in line
15, the difficulty will be overcome as
I mentioned last Thursday. It is not
necessary for the member for Boulder to
move his amendment, as appearing on the
notice paper, in full, He can do it in
part.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawni.
Mr. MOIR: It is my intention to try

to delete the whole of this subsection.
The purpose behind my amendment on
the notice paper to have these subsections
(1) and (2) deleted, is that if I move to
have subsections (1), (2), and (3) deleted
and the amendment was defeated, I would
not be able to move my next amendment
on the notice paper. I would, of course.
prefer to have the clause defeated. If I
cannot, I want to add my amendment. If
I have your assurance, Sir, that by doing
as you suggest I will still be able to try
to defeat the whole clause and still be
able to move my amendment later, then
I will be only too pleased to proceed
along those lines.

The CHAIRMAN: I can give no assur-
ance as to the result of any amendment
the honourable member might move. But
at this stage, to give the member for Mt.
Hawthorn an opportunity to proceed with
his amendment, I suggest, as I did last
Thursday, that the member for Boulder
now move to delete the words I have sug-
gested.

Mr. MOIR: I will be guided by you Sir. I
move an amendment-

Page 27-Delete all words from the
word "subject" in line 12 to the word
"nine" in line 15.

Mr. PERKINS: I think I have already
made it clear that I have no intention of
agreeing to the mutilation of this clause.
I stated in my more general debate on
the whole of clause 6 that this was the
vital clause of the Hill. It is the same as
appeared in the 1957 Bill. I have checked
it again with the draftsman, and it is
regarded as perfectly satisfactory; and the
acceptance of the proposals now submitted
is regarded as unnecessary.

The provisions of the law for the levying
of land tax at present cover the concession
for pensioners. In regard to the points
raised earlier in the debate on clause 6, by
the Leader of the Opposition and the
member for East Perth, the Parliamentary
Draftsman has doubts, although he thinks
the wording of the clause is satisfactory.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the member who might be suspended and
the inquiry by a magistrate.
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The ordinary procedure under common
law, and the usual Government Procedure
there, is that if the magistrate decides that
the suspension is warranted, action is taken
to gazette that member off the authority.
In order to resolve any doubt, the drafts-
man is examining the possibility of adding
words to the clause to remove any doubt;
and any amendment can be made in
another place. I give that assurance to the
Leader of the Opposition.

On the point mentioned by the member
for East Perth, there may be room for con-
fusion as to whether a mayor is a member
of a council. Again, in order to avoid
confusion, the draftsman will tidy the point
up; and action can be taken, if necessary,
in another place. I am not prepared to
accept the amendment now before us.

Mr. MOIR: I am disappointed at the
Minister's attitude. He must feel that he
is in an invidious position, when he recalls
that the Premier has said, both inside and
outside this Chamber, that he would reduce
taxation; and, particularly, taxation on
land. Yet now the Minister for Transport
brings down a Bill to impose a tax on land:
and a sectional tax, at that. When I pre-
viously took part in the debate, the
Attorney-General assured this Chamber
that the Provisions to make sure that pen-
sioners of all descriptions under the Com-
monwealth Social Services Act were
adequately covered, existed in the Land
Tax Assessment Act.

I have that Act here, and can inform the
Committee that its provisions do not go as
far as the amendment now Proposed. It
is limited to the provisions of the Com-
monwealth Act, up to 1943, and does not
go any further; whereas this provision goes
further and says, "or of any Act passed by
that Parliament in amendment of, or sub-
stitution for, any of the provisions of, that
section."

Mr. Perkins: You are only quoting the
date of the Act. It is all the same Act. I
think You are under a misapprehension.

Mr. MOfI: If I am, a lot of other People
are also; because in 1957 this same amend-
ment was moved to the Land Tax Assess-
ment Act; and it was evidently thought
advisable then, as otherwise the Parliamen-
tary Draftsman would surely have advised
the Minister that the Act did not requi re
amendment in that regard. That amrend-
ment was agreed to in 1957, in this
Chamber, but was not agreed to by another
place.

If it was necessary in 1957, it is necessary
now; because it is not in the Land Tax
Assessment Act. Despite the fact that the
Attorney-General says that this Bill makes
provision for the provisions of the Land
Tax Assessment Act to operate here, I say
these provisions are not as comprehensive,
and I think the Minister should give that
matter consideration.

Mr. PERKINS: There is only one Com-
monwealth Social Services Act, as far as
I know, and it is unlikely that there can
be any confusion. At all events, I have had
this clause checked again, and it is in line
with what the Government desires to do. I
am not Prepared to accept the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resut:-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Evans
Pletcher
Graham
Hall
Hawke
Heal
J. Hegney
W. Hegney

Mr. Borenl
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Cronimelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Norton

Ayes-21.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Jamieson
Kelly
Lawrence
Moir
Nuisen
Rowberry
Sewvell
Tomis
Ton kin
May

(Teller.)
Noes-23.

Mr. Mann
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross Mciarty
Mr. Naider
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wild
Mr. L. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Watts
Mr. Oidfield

Majority against-2.
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I move an amend-

ment-
Page 27, lines 15 and 16-Delete

the words "and at that time in each
year thereafter."

I do not propose to go fully into the
ground which I covered last week when
this amendment was discussed. The idea
of the amendment is to limit the life of the
Act for the imposition of tax in respect
of the Year ended the 30th June. 1959.
If the amendment is agreed to, all those
who owned land in the metropolitan region
at that date will be required to pay the
tax, provided the subsequent taxing meas-
ure is passed. I hope all members, parti-
cularly those who represent metropolitan
electorates, will have regard for the justi-
fication of the amendment; and that those
opposite will not blindly follow the Minister
because he said he did not desire to have
the clause emasculated in any way.

If the amendment is agreed to, there will
be a time limit; but it will be competent
for the Government to reintroduce the
necessary legislation with respect to the
next financial year. During the election
campaign the Premier, on behalf of the
Liberal Party, distinctly and emphatically
indicated that his party proposed to re-
duce land tax and probate duty. This is
land tax legislation, and it is a tax that
will be imposed in respect of the unim-
proved value of land within the metro-
politan region. It proposes to increase
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land tax, despite the Premier's election
promises. If the amendment is agreed
to, the Government will be able forthwith
to impose a tax which, to my way of
thinking, is sectional, if not iniquitous; and
next year it will still be entitled to bring
down appropriate legislation for the pur-
pose of carrying on the tax. I hope the
amendment will be agreed to.

Mr. PERKINS: I cannot possibly accept
this amendment, and we have already
discussed the points involved. Obviously
the whole purpose of the legislation is to
provide some permanence in the imple-
mentation of the Stephenson Plan. If the
legislation has to be brought back to
Parliament each year, we are simply
cluttering up the work of Parliament. Once
we put our hand to the plough in the
implementation of the Stephenson Plan,
we cannot turn back. I think the honour-
able member would agree with that. Thie
general principles involved in this clause
have been well considered by the Com-
mnittee already, and I do Dot intend to
accept the amendment.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I support the amend-
ment because it is a fair proposition. If
this Bill becomes an Act, every person in
the metropolitan area will be called upon
to pay this metropolitan region tax. Only
a couple of years ago the previous Govern-
ment brought down a Bill to impose a tax
on all land, and the Minister at that time,when in Opposition, tried to restrict the
imposition of that tax. He did not succeed
in this Chamber because his Party did not
have the numbers; but in another place
his colleagues limited the operation of the
law, and, as a result, it has to come before
Parliament each year. However, when the
Bill returned to this Chamber it was
amended to exempt rural lands from the
tax.

The Minister in this Chamber who repre-
sents the Minister for Town Planning,
now seeks to impose a land tax on owners
of metropolitan property. In his policy
speech the Premier promised that, if
returned to office, he would reduce land
tax, entertainment tax, and probate duty.
Yet here we have a further Proposed tax
on metropolitan property owners. The
intention of the amendment is to limit
the operation of this legislation until the
end of 1960. At that time, the Govern-
ment Could introduce another Bill and
explain what money had been received and
how it had been spent

Mr. TOMS: I also propose to support
the amendment. I can understand the
Minister not agreeing to this amendment;
because, as the member for Mt. Lawley
said the other night, the Minister does
not intend to give way on one point. I
do not know where all the taxes imposed
on residents in the metropolitan area are
going to finish. At present residents in
the various local authority districts arc
contributing to an Argentine ant fund;

they contribute to the Fire Brigades
Board; and now they will have to contri-
bute a tax for town planning. In the
future, local authorities will find it very
difficult to collect their dues from the
ratepayers because the Government will be
taking all the revenue from the people in
the local government districts.

The Minister should therefore agree to
the amendment; and at the end of the
period suggested, if it is considered that
the legislation should be continued he
could, when introducing the continuation
Bill, explain what had happened to the
money collected. Parliament would then
have an opportunity to decide whether the
Act should remain on the statute book.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes--fl.
Mr. Andrew Mr. Jamtieson
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Evans Mr. Moir
Mr. Pletcher Mr. Nuisen
Mr. Graham Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Hall Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tons
Mr. Hea] Mr. Tonin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. May
Mvr. W. fiegney

Mr. Hovel!
Mr. Brand
Mr. nurt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. crow melin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. I-enn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Mr. Bbs tigan
Mr. Norton

(Teller.)J
flue"-f.

Mr. Mann
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. WIld
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Watts
Mr. Oldflk

Majority against-2.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, JAMIESON: Early in the debate I
made it clear that the local governing bod-
ies in my district had expressed concern
about the exemption of rural lands. As a
Consequence of further overtures from the
Canning Road Board, I move the following
amendment:-

Page 27, line 40-Add after the
word "business"~ the following words:-

Providing such land is within an
area zoned for rural or open space
purposes under a local authority
town planning scheme or by-law.

That would still give the exemptions re-
quired, but would also give the local gov-
erning bodies concerned a degree of surety
that people will not hold, against their
by-laws, properties in non-conforming
localities. By that means they will be able
to effectively plan and develop in accord-
ance with the Stephenson Plan and their
own particular plans which, alter all, have
been approved by the central planning
organ isation for some years now.
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A decision that a tax be struck has been
made by this committee, and it must be
clearly understood where exemptions shall
and shall not apply. There is probably
some justification for the exemption apply-
ing in the case of rural land, and where
land has been proclaimed as open space
area. But in an overall coverage of that
sort of land we will not get effective plan-
ning without the safeguard of the Proviso
in the amendment I have indicated.

Mr. PERKINS: I must oppose the
amendment. The member for Beeloo ex-
plained some of the dangers he visualised.
in that some areas of land may be held for
agricultural and horticultural purposes and
cause complication in some areas. That
could not carry on indefinitely, because
once a subdivision is made to such an area
of land the tendency is for land values to
rise. The position is then reached where
the valuation of such land is so high that
it is not practicable to retain it for agri-
cultural purposes.

I understand from the Minister for
Town Planning that already difficulty is
experienced in some portions of the areas
set aside for marshalling yards and so on.
The land has been sold at high prices, the
result being that the Taxation Department
valuations have risen considerably making
it uneconomical for people to pay rates on
such land from which they are unable to
obtain revenue commensurate with the
high rates paid. The position will correct
itself over a period of time, and the amend-
ment is not necessary.

Mr. GRAHAM: I support the amend-
ment. The Minister's information elabor-
ates the point made by the member for
Beeloo. It is for the very reason that an
orderly development of the metropolitan
area will automatically result in a substan-
tial increment so far as certain open space
or open lands are concerned, that the own-
ers will benefit from the operation of the
scheme; but they will be making no contri-
bution towards this scheme whatever.

Mr. Perkins: They cannot possibly get
any extra revenue out of it.

Mr. GRAHAM: As the Bill stands they
can.

Mr. Perkins: No.
Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Beeloo

seeks to avoid that. As the Bill reads.
there is nothing to prevent my owning an
area of 10 acres and developing it as a poul-
try farm, in which case I will not be paying
the land tax-which, incidentally, will be
paid by all the workers of East Perth. But
because of the development taking place
under the Plan which this legislation is
designed to assist, land that may be worth
£50 an acre at the moment is likely in a
few years to be worth hundreds of Pounds
an acre, and there will be nothing to stop
my subdividing that land into quarter-acre
lots.

Mr. Perkins: Not if it were zoned as an
agricultural area.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Bill does not say
that. The member for Beeloo is saying
that in his amendment.

Mr. Perkins: He is dealing with local
government arrangements; we are dealing
with the Stephenson Plan.

Mr. GRAHAM: The amendment of the
member for Beeloo is to add certain words
at the end of sub-section (3) which deals
with lands exempt from the provisions of
the section-meaning lands exempt from
the necessity of paying tax. The member
for Beeloo says he has no objection to
these people being relieved of the neces-
sity to pay taxation so long as their land.
is zoned and will remain for rural pur-
suits, or zoned as open space land. But
if there is an acre which could be used for
these rural pursuits at the moment, thereby
avoiding taxation, and in a few years time
when the benefits of the plan catch up
with that land that person can subdivide it
into quarter acre lots and sell it for £500
a quarter acre, then it is wrong and unfair.

The member for Beeloo has erred on the
side of generosity by going 90 per cent.
in the direction of the Minister, because
he has accepted all the exemptions that
the Minister proposes. He is now virtually
saying, "I will agree to these propositions
provided they are bona fide; provided.
these properties are in areas which have
been decreed by the town planning author-
ity as being for rural purposes or for public
open space, but not for the purpose of
subdivision into residential or, what is
far worse, business sites," which, of course,
would be far less than one quarter of an
acre. On the basis of equity and fairness.
and in order to give effect to what the
Government seeks, but without the ad-
vantages of the landholders escaping their
obligations, the Minister should agree to
the proposition submitted by the member
for Beeloo.

Mr. TOMB: In objecting to the amend-
ment, the Minister was building up the
case put up by the member for Eeeloo.
The amendment is really a protective pro-
vision. It states, "Providing such land is
within an area zoned for rural or open
space purposes under a local authority"
town planning scheme or by-law."

The Minister is well aware that land
held as rural or open space is free from the
Proposed tax. Once the s0-called valua-
tion applies to such land, the owner can
make application to the town planner or
to the local authority for re-zoning it. if
it is agreed to. the land can then be
subdivided and sold.

Mr. JAMIESON: My objection to this
part of the clause is that in respect of
any land being classified as exempt, the
provision is not clear enough. A block
of land of 30 acres can be regarded as
exempt If a 5-acre block at one corner of
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it is used as a nursery for the growing of
shrubs and plants. if the exemption is to
be justified, all the land should be used
for the purposes specified in the Stephen-
son regional plan which most local authori-
ties have adopted, with a few amendments
proposed by the Town Planning Board.

Metropolitan members will be doing a
disservice to their electors if they do not
give consideration to my amendment. It
may not concern the member for Subiaco;
but it could aff ect the member for Wembley
Beaches, because large tracts in his elec-
torate are used for market gardening and
other agricultural pursuits. There are
large areas at the boundaries of various
local governing bodies being held as hous-
ing sites. They are being retained in a
semi-rural production state so as to be
exempt from the tax. The owners will
reap the reward with the appreciation in
value of the surrounding land on which
tax will be paid.

Amendment put and a division called for.
The CHAIRMAN: All those voting with

the Ayes will pass to the right of the
Chair and all those voting with the Noes
will pass to the left of the Chair.

Point aof Order

Mr. JAMIESON: I draw attention to
Standing Order 197 which states as fol-
lows:-

No Member shall be entitled to vote
in any Division upon a Question in
which he has a direct pecuniary in-
terest; and the vote of any Member
so interested shall be disallowed.

The two members to whom I am direct-
ing attention are the Minister for Works
and the member for Darling Range.

The CHAIRMAN: I have no knowledge
of the interest as mentioned by the
honourable member and I shall proceed
with the division.

Committee Resumed
Division taken with the following

result:-

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Blickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Gahamn
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Cronimella
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Hemn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes-2I.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Jamnieson
Kelly
Lawrence
Molt
Nulsen
Rowberry
Sewell
Toms
'Tonkin
May

Noes.-23.
Mr. Mann
Mr. W. A. Man
Sir Ross McLa
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimnie
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Man

Ayes.
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Norton

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Watts
Mr. Oldileld

Majority against-2.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. MOIR: I move an amendment--
Page 27, line 40-Insert the follow-

ing:-
land held by a person who is in
receipt-

(a) of an age pension, invalid
pension, or widow's pension,
granted under the provi-
sions of the Social Services
Act, 1947-1957, of the Com-
monwealth Parliament or of
any Act passed by that
Parliament in amendment
of or substitution for, any
of the provisions of that
Act; or

(b) of a service pension granted
under the provisions of sec-
tion 84 of the Repatriation
Act, 1920-1957, of the Com-
monwealth Parliament or of
any Act passed by that
Parliament in amendment
of, or substitution for, any
of the provisions of that
section.

The then Treasurer, when introducing
the Land Tax Assessment Act Amendment
Bill in 1957, is reported on page 2698 of
Hansard, as saying-

One other amendment brings up to
date the relationship of the land tax
and the exemptions, mostly in regard
to Commonwealth pensions covering
repatriation, widows and so on. This
Bill makes no variations in connec-
tion with exemptions, but merely
brings them up to date.

That is precisely what I am trying to do
with this amendment. I have perused
carefully the second reading speechies
made by members in 1957, and can find
no reference to the fact that the propose~l
amendment to the Land Tax Assessment
Act, in 1957, was in any way redundant.
They evidently accepted it then as being
quite in order.

Mr. PERKINS: I regard this amend-
ment as entirely unnecessary. It is spedi-

(Teller.) fled in the Bill that the same exemptions
apply as in the Land Tax Assessment Act.
I am sure the member for Boulder is

lnmg under a misconception of some descrip-
rty tion. The Attorney-General obtained

from the Crown Law Department a ruling
which he passed on to members. It is clear
to me that whatever exemptions apply in
the Land Tax Assessment Act up to the

aing present time, apply so far as this measure
(Teller.) Is concerned. I oppose the amendment.
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Mr. MOIR: Just because some legal
gentlemen say so, that does not prove that
something is the law. In this Chamber
we have had the spectacle of two legal
men, one the Attorney-General and the
other the former member for Mt. Lawley,
taking opposite views on legal questions.
We see it almost every day in the courts;,
not only in this State, but in the highest
courts of Australia. The Minister has in-
troduced a Bill with a proviso for exemp-
tion that is already in the Land Tax Assess-
ment Act with the exception of one word;
and that word is "viticultural." I do not
wish to weary the Committee by repeating
what is in the Land Tax Assessment Act,
but members can accept an assurance from
me that the wording is exactly the same
with the exception that in this Bill there
is added the word "viticultural." If it is
necessary to put the whole of the exemp-
tion here to make sure that land is exempt,
I say that it is necessary to put it in this
Bill in relation to pensioners under the
Commonwealth Act.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes-21,
Mr. Andrew Mr. Jamnieson
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Evans Mr. Moir
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Nuisen
Mr. Graham Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Hail Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hawke Mr. Toms
Mr. Heal Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J, Hegney Mr. May _

Mr. W. negney

Mr. Bovel
Mr. B rand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. OrornmelLn
Mr. Orarden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Noes--23.
Mr. Mann
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nlnnno
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

Pairs.
Ayes. Noes.

Mr. Rhatigan Mr. Watts
Mr. Norton Mr. Oldfield
Majority agalnst--2.
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. BRADY: In regard to the amend-

ment I have on the notice paper, I am
going to make a special plea to members
to give some exemption to the road boards
in Group D because of the difficulties which
will be faced by the local government
bodies in finding the revenue to pay this
money to the Government.

As I understand the position-and I have
watched it closely for quite a while-the
major effect of the regional planning will
be that the City of Perth will receive very
great benefit. A lot of that benefit will be
at the expense of the outlying road boards
and councils; and no capital benefit will be
gained by the Midland Junction Municipal
Council. the Bassendean Road Board, the
Guildford Municipal Council, or, to a lesser
extent, the Bayswater and Swan Road

Boards. As I see it, the highways will be
improved, bridges will be built, and the
big businesses in Perth will receive the
benefit of the trade from the country.
which will be gained much quicker than
now. At the same time, the activities of
the city organisations will be expedited so
far as going into the country districts is
concerned. Therefore, the metropolitan
area, and particularly the City of Perth.
will receive the most benefit, as I1
said before, at the expense of the outlying
boards and councils.

By the building of a highway from Bel-
levue and Welshpool to Perth, and the
building of a railway from Midland Junc-
tion to Welshpool, the municipality of Mid-
land Junction is going to lose a lot of re-
venue in the way of rates and taxes. In
other words, outer municipalities and road
boards are going to be penalised for the
benefit of the City of Perth and the other
inner road boards and councils.

I cannot for the life of me see why
road boards such as the Bassendean,
Darling Range, and Swan Road Boards,
should be rated on a valuation to assist the
City of Perth and similar areas. If they
are to be rated, I would say that the
Toodyay, Chittering, and other associated
road boards adjoining them, should be
rated also.

As I said before, the Midland Junction
Municipal Council is going to suffer great
disadvantages because of the fact that
some of its rateable areas arc to be taken
from it and handed to the Main Roads
Department on the one hand, and to the
Railway Department on the other. We
read in last Wednesday's The West Aus-
tralian that 25 or 30 properties will be
taken over by the Railway Department to
permit of a new chord line being built from
Midland Junction to Welshpool. As a
result, the Midland Junction municipal
Council and the Swan Road Board are to
lose the rateable value in that area.

Therefore, I feel that to be fair to these
local governing bodies, the minister should
agree that this rate will not be struck on
these local governing bodies for a period
of 10 years. After 10 years they might
start to receive some advantage from the
major overall plan, but in the meantime
they will suffer. Accordingly, I move-

Page 27-Add after line 40, a new
subsection (4), as follows-

(4) Taxation referred to herein
shall not apply to local govern-
ment bodies in Part B Group (D)
for ten years from the date of
assent to this Act.

Mr. PERKINS: I cannot possibly accept
this amendment. If the member for
Guildford-Midland reflects on the situa-
tion, he will realise that these outer areas
stand to gain considerable advantage under
the regional plan.
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Mr. Brady: Tell us how they are going
to gain.

Mr. PERKINS: The valuations in the
central city area are the very high valua-
tions, and that is where most of the tax
will be paid. In the outer areas to which
the honourable member is referring, the
valuations are very low, and the amount
paid on a quarter-acre block in some
positions of the Swan Road Board or
the Midland Junction Municipality, will be
trifling.

Mr. W. Hegney: To you it will.
Mr. PERKINS: But the amount paid on

a quarter-acre block in the centre of Perth
will be a very large sum. These outer areas,
too, will receive considerable advantages.
because the purpose of building up this
fund is to enable the resumptions to be
made and the development to take place
as planned. The whole of the metropolitan
area will benefit. I must oppose the
amendment.

Mr. BRADY: I am going to make another
appeal to the Minister to reconsider his
decision. I would like him to visualise a
quarter-acre block in St. George's Terrace
where a particular concern is paying 20 per
cent. dividends, and its shares are worth
£5. Alongside that, I have received a letter
from an aged couple in Midland Junction
who cannot make their way in life on their
pensions and are appealing to me to try
to help them. It will be realised that most
of the concerns in Perth are held by
wealthy organisations with shares of from
£ 3 to £5 each. For instance, there are the
insurance companies, banks, and hotels:
and all those concerns which have their
wealth vested in certain areas between
Harvest Terrace and the Causeway.

The major scheme behind this plan is
to give them more wealth and a greater
stake; whereas the industrial workers in
outlying suburbs, who are already suffering
through unemployment, and thousands of
pensioners who cannot meet their every-
day commitments, are to receive no con-
sideration. As the member for Maylands
said, these people, without any representa-
tion, already have fire brigade rates, the
Argentine ant rate, and the Swan River
conservation rate to pay. They are nearly
all wage or salary earners, who are to be
asked to Pay id. in the pound, compared
with The West Australian, for example.
and other huge concerns, which can pass
the tax on to the public. I ask the Minister
to reconsider the amendment.

Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Evans
Fletcher
Graham
Hail
Hawke
Heal
3. Regney

Ayes-20.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

W. Hegney
Jamieson
Kelly
Lawrence
Moir
Rowberry
Sewell
Tomns
Tonkin
May

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Bovell
Brand
Burm
Cornell
Court
Craig
Cromnmelin
Grayden
Guthrie
Henn
Hutchinson

Ayes.
Rhatigan
Norton
Nulsen

Noes-22.
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Watts
Oldfleld
Mann

Majority against-2.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. BRADY: I move an amendment-
Page 27-Add after line 40, a new

subsection (4) as follows:-
(4) The Crown shall be liable to pay

taxation levied herein on Crown lands
used for public utilities or State
Trading Concerns.

Recently the Midland Municipal Council
informed the Minister for Local Govern-
ment that, out of 1,700 acres of land, the
council collects rates on only 700 acres, as
the balance is occupied by State trading
concerns and public utilities such as the
railway workshops, the marshalling yards,
the abattoirs, and so on. This amendment
should appeal to all members who have
State trading concerns or public utilities
in their electorates. The exemption of
these Government instrumentalities from
the Payment of rates is a continual source
of trouble to municipal authorities; and
here is an opportunity for members to
correct the Position.

Amendment Put and a division
with the following result:-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Evans
Fletcher
Grahm
Hall
Hawke
Heal
J. Hegney

Mr. flovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinsoni

Ayes.
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen

Ayes-20.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noesfl.

W. Hegney
Jamieson
Kelly
Lawrence
Moir
Rowherry
Sewell
Tomns
Tonkin
may

taken

(Teller.)

Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wild
Mr. I. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Watts
Oldfield
Mann

Majority against-2.
(Teller.) Amendment thus negatived.
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Mr. J. HEGNEY: The penalties pres-
cribed under new section '74 are too severe.
I am not concerned about the continuing
penalty, because if anybody continues to
infringe the law he should be fined the
sum set out; but the first penalty of £100 is
without any option, and I think some dis-
cretion should be left to the magistrate. I
move an amendment-

Page 28, line 12-Insert after the
word "penalty" the words "an amount
not exceeding".

Mr. PERKINS: I do not intend to accept
this amendment: and I can only say that it
is an extraordinary change of heart at this
late stage. This is exactly the same draft-
Ing as appeared in the 1957 legislation.
which was introduced by members opposite.
Admittedly some new points were raised
regarding taxation, but in this regard
apparently the honourable member does
not think enough of his amendment to put
it on the notice Paper.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is so clear and obvious.
Mr. PERKINS: The honourable member

should have put it on the notice paper if
he wished to have it accepted.

Mr. Hawke: Deal with the amendment on
its merits.

Mr. PERKINS: This has been carefully
considered, and the Hill was not thought
unreasonable in the circumstances.

Mr. J. HEONEY: I was interested in what
the Minister had to say about the fact that
the amendment should have been on the
notice paper. The amendment concerns
four simple words, and it is quite obvious
what they mean. Surely the Minister does
not want to consult the Crown Law
authorities on an amendment like that!I

Frequently Ministers, when dealing with
matters in Committee, have moved amend-
ments which have not been on the notice
paper. As the Committee stage develops,
the situations that arise have to be met.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
certain words be inserted and not whether
a certain amendment should be on the
notice paper.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I am answering the
reasons given by the Minister. From time
to time he will be confronted with similar
situations, and he will find it difficult
at times to put his amendments on the
notice paper. The amendment is fair and
reasonable in all the circumstances, and I
hope it will be agreed to.

Mr. PERKINS: I have no precise legal
knowledge of these points: and if members
want their amendments carefully consid-
ered, they should be placed on the notice
paper so that I can get a legal interpreta-
tion of them. I think this amendment is
covered by the Interpretation Act, and from
page 226 of the Standing Orders it appears
that this is a maximum penalty. The hon-
curable member says that this is a simple
question, but I do not think it is.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have always consid-
ered that a comprehensive amendment
should be Placed on the notice paper; but
where only three or four simple words are
Involved, I cannot see the necessity for it.
The Minister has said that this amend-
ment is covered by the Interpretation Act.

Mr. Perkins: I think it is.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: If the Minister turns

back to Page 14 of the Bill-
The CHAIRMAN: The question is that

certain words be added.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am speaking to that

amendment. On page 14 of the Bill the
Committee passed a new section which
stated that there would be a maximum
penalty of £50 in certain cases. The mem-
ber for Middle Swan is only seeking to
bring the verbiage in this clause into line
with what the Committee has already
passed.

Amendment put and a division
with the following result:-

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Evans
Fletcher
Graham
Hall
Hawke
Heal
J1. Heginey

Ayes-20.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nces-22-

W. Hegne5
Jamieson
Kelly
Lawrence
Moir
Rowberry
Sewell
Toms
Tonkin
May

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr:.
Mr.

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Hena
Mr. Hutchinson

Ayes.
Mr. Ehatiglan
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen

taken

(Tatter.)

Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ninmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Wild
Mr. IL W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Watts
Mr. Oldfeid
Mr. Mann

Majority against-2.
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. BRADY: I would like the Minister

to tell me what the word "boundary"
means in line 23 on page 28.

Mr. PERKINS: I think this word should
read "building." I am having the drafting
checked. However, it does not affect the
principle of the Hill: and I undertake to
have that word corrected, if necessary.

Mr. Hawke: Has it been checked yet?
Mr. PERKINS: It has been checked by

the draftsman, and it is thought that the
word should be "building."

Mr. Graham: Obviously, It should read
"building" judging from the next Para-
graph.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I move an amend-
men t--

Page 29, line 15-Delete the word
"fifty" with a view to substituting the
word "twenty-five."
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This proposed new subsection Is merely
a machinery provision, and a fine of £:50
for a breach of it would be excessive. The
Minister does not have to refer this amend-
ment to the Crown Law Department; and
I can tell, in view of the fact that we are
nearing the end of the Bill, that he intends
to agree to it.

Mr. PERKINS: This amendment, too, is
unnecessary. If the member for Mt.
Hawthorn had been even a little bit
serious, he would have put the amendment
on the notice paper. However, it is per-
fectly clear that Opposition members are
merely stonewalling the measure; and
although perhaps it is being done in a
good-humoured fashion, it is purely a
waste of time.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 7 put and passed.
Title:
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I presume it would

be too late for me to move to recommit
a clause for the purpose of allowing the
Perth Road Board representation on the
basis Provided for the Perth City Council?

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber cannot do it now.

Title put and passed.
Hill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

METROPOLITAN REGION
IMPROVEMENT TAX BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 13th August.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [12.1 am.]: This
Bill is a corollary to the measure that has
just been dealt with. It is a taxing meas-
ure; and I do not see that any useful
purpose would be served by my opposing
the Bill at any length, in view of the fact
that the Government has refused to accept
any amendment to the measure that has
just been debated. I would, however, like
to reiterate the objections I expressed on
the Previous measure.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland) [12.2
am.]: I must protest strongly against this
tax of a half penny in the E being imposed
on the suburban areas east of Bayswater.
It is an unreasonable tax. The business
people in the centre of Perth who have big
properties will be able to get the tax back
from the public by passing it on. It is not
fair, and it is only perpetuating the old
story of making the rich richer and the

poor poorer. Once again I strongly pro-
test against this tax; and I shall vote
against the second reading of the Bill.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [12.3
am]: I wish to indicate my opposition to
this measure. It is a natural consequence
of the Bill which has been disposed of by
the Committee of this House; and the
third reading of which will take place at
a subsequent sitting. Despite the fact that
the Minister on more than one occasion
during the debate on the Town Planning
and Development Act Amendment Bill said
it was not a severe tax, and not a very
serious imposition on the landowners, It
must be remembered that there are
thousands of landholders in the metro-
politan region-a great number of them
married men with families-who are work-
ing for only the basic wage or the trades-
man's wage and have a number of house-
hold commitments to face week by week.

While the imposition of a tax of a half -
penny in the E on the unimproved value
may not seriously hurt the Minister for
Transport, or numbers of others, it must
be remembered that this tax-as I men-
tioned previously-is to be superimposed
on the number of other taxes which these
people are already obliged to face, such as
municipal rates and taxes, water rates.
land tax, and so on; and the indications
are that in the area over which the City
of Perth has Jurisdiction the rates will.
during the next few years, go to the limits
allowed under the Municipal Corporations
Act. The people concerned will feel this
extra tax very much indeed; and the
tendency, of course, will be for rating to
increase, and consequently for the amount
of tax under this Act to be increased also.
I have said before that it is a sectional
tax, and I believe it is.

In his policy speech, and In public state-
ments in the Press, the Premier clearly in-
dicated that land tax would be reduced.
and that probate duties would be reduced.
Seeing that the tax under consideration
is a land tax, it shows that the Govern-
ment of the day has not fulfilled its elec-
tion promise. It has broken its election
promise; and at the first opportunity, it
has sought to impose-and apparently on
account of its numbers it will be success-
ful in imposing-this extra land tax Ont
people In the metropolitan region. I will
vote against the measure, and I hope the
second reading of the Bill will not be
agreed to.

MR. J. HEGNEY (middle Swan) 112.7
am.]: on behalf of the electorate I repre-
sent, I also want to express my opposition
to the Bill. I do so because there are many
In that electorate who will feel the impost
of this tax; Particularly when we have re-
gard to the other taxes they must pay. As
has been pointed out, during the election
the Premier indicated to the country in
statements both to the Press and to this
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Hlouse that he proposed to reduce land tax.
This Bill proposes to put another tax on
people.

It will add a further burden to folks
around the metropolitan area, particularly
those in suburban areas. There are many
Young men starting to build homes, who
have commitments to meet, in respect to
mortgages and who are perhaps trying
to furnish homes, and they Will have to pay
this tax: and it must be remembered that
the land tax was substantially increased
a couple of years ago, Apart from
this, they must pay their water rates and
their municipal rates. We also know that
a rate was struck in connection with the
Argentine ant campaign, and there was
another impost relative to the destruction
4of the fruit-fly. All these taxes add up. and
the people are called upon to meet them.

We find that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment proposes to give some relief from
taxation, but our State Government pro-
poses to place a further impost on the
people. It has been said that it is only
a halfpenny in the E, and the Minister
indicated that it would mean £130,000 a
year. Be that as it may, on behalf of the
electorate I represent. I protest strongly
against the proposition.

MR. GRAHAMh (East Perth) [12.10): It
is to be hoped that the Minister, if he re-
plies, does not trot out the story we have
heard on so many occasions in respect of
dual measures that they are in practecally
identical terms with Bills introduced some
years ago. That may be a recital of his-
torical fact, but the situation has changed
completely. There is now in office in this
State the most class-conscious Government
with which Western Australia has been
smitten. Practically every piece of legis-
lation and every decision made by this
Government is either to sock the workers
in certain directions, or to hand out lar-
gesse and favours of one sort or another
to selected bands who are supporters of
the Government.

The Bill before us proposes that certain
people-not the ordinary working class:
not those on the lower rungs of the econ-
omic ladder, not those occupying pieces of
land with a view to building homes and
raising families, but those holding large
tracts of land for business purposes-
should be exempt from the payment of the
proposed tax.

It is not necessary for me to recite, and
neither would I be permitted to do so. the
exceedingly long list of decisions made by
this Government, to distribute favours to
its supporters, without caring one hoot for
the welfare or circumstances of the ordin-
ary average members of the community-
the people who make up the State of
Western Australia.

This proffering of an advantage to those
in a particular social circle is becoming a
sickening process. Now we have before us

this taxation measure introduced by a
Government, as stated by the member for
Mt. Hawthorn, which save its pledge to the
people-and in respect to many matters
it declared it had a, mandate-and said
that there would be a reduction in land
tax; Yet the first measure dealing with
land and taxes is for the purpose of in-
creasing the land tax.

Mr. Brand: No question about the man-
date, is there?

Mr. GRAHAM: I think there is. I said
that was what the Government claimed.

Mr. Brand: I think Mr. Chamberlain
made that clear.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps the Premier
will indicate to me now whether he con-
siders his Government has a mandate.

Mr. Brand: Yes; and we shall stay here
until you are able to shift us.

Mr. GRAHAM: I say that in respect of
this Bill the Government is double-crossing
the people. The Premier has to thank his
lucky stars that there is a monopoly Press
which, notwithstanding that the Opposi-
tion or anybody else is able to expose the
dishonest activities of this Government,
will not publish one word of that in the
newspaper. But if Percy Buttons or a per-
son of that ilk were to say something to
applaud the Ministers, he would get six to
12 inches of publicity on the leader page.
As a result of that, members of this Gov-
ernment, and its supporters, are adopting
an attitude of complete arrogance and dis-
regard for ordinary democratic processes.

For instance, we have just dealt with a
Bill of some 30 pages affecting town plan-
ning. Irrespective of the amendments sub-
mitted and the arguments adduced, this
Government refused to budge on any single
point. I ami still prepared to wager that
before this Bill becomes law there will be
a variation in respect of councillors and
mayors of municipalities.

I make the point that this Government is
so scornful of the Opposition that, no
matter how obvious be the need for an
amendment, it treats the approaches of
the Opposition with contempt; and it gives
no reasons whatsoever. I repeat that this
Government has double-crossed the elec-
tors. Mandate or no mandate, it certainly
gave its pledge to the people that there
would be a reduction; yet here is a Bill
for the purpose of increasing land tax.
That is dishonesty in politics at its worst.

There is nothing new or novel in meas-
ures being limited to a period during which
they should operate. I can appreciate up
to a point the statement made by the
Minister in charge of this Bill that there
should be some assurance of a continuity of
a plan, for which reason he opposed the
proposition that the Town Planning and
Development Bill should be limited in its
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life and that the legislation should be re-
viewed periodically thereafter. I concede
the Minister probably has a point in that
regard; but in respect of the imposition of
the tax and the scale of the tax, I am of
the definite opinion that there should be a
limitation, so that the imposition under
these unfortunate and politically dishonest
circumstances could be reviewed from time
to time.

I concede that, perhaps, a similar ob-
servation could be made in respect of the
previous measure in order that a review
might be made as to whether or not we
have been a little unfair to some sections
of the people, and a little too generous to
other sections, including at least two sup-
porters of this Government who stand to
gain pecuniarily as a result of certain
exemptions granted to them in respect of
land which returns to them emoluments,
over and above their Parliamentary in-
comes. But those of us who depend entirely
upon our Parliamentary income are called
upon to meet this tax.

I am giving this comparison of a mem-
ber of Parliam~ent as against another mem-
ber of Parliament; but when we have
regard for some of the humbler members
of the community, it might be a good
idea if we were to have an opportunity of
reviewing the legislation at intervals.

In respect of the taxing measure which
we are considering, if it becomes law, and
if I understand the Constitution and the
Standing Orders correctly, it will be Im-
possible for any member of the Opposition
or any member in this House-other than
those who are Ministers-or for any
member of the Legislative Council to in-
troduce a Bill for the purpose of inter-
fering with the taxation Proposals. On
the other hand, if this taxing measure is
given a limited life, then all of us will be
free, as a majority, to decide that the tax
be varied and its imposition extended
or terminated. Therefore, all1 members of
Parliament other than the eight-whoever
they may be for the time being-Ministers
of the Government and sitting in this
Chamber will have the opportunity of
initiating some action every Year.

I am making these statements indicating
my intention, at the appropriate time,
to insert a new clause 3 that will have as
its objective the restriction of the applica-
tion of this proposed law to the 31st
December. 1960; after which period it
can, of course, be extended from time to
time, at the will of Parliament.

I conclude that I dislike this legislation
intensely; and the more I see this Govern-
ment in operation and its attitude to prob-
lems and to People in the community, the
more distasteful it becomes to me. I can
best summarise my feelings by throwing
out a challenge to the Government: Can
it enumerate one administrative or legis-
lative action taken by it since it has been

the Government that would assist the
ordinary average citizen in the community?
If it can do that. I will guarantee to quote
no fewer than ten decisions and actions it
has taken that have been to the detriment
of the ordinary people. I do not care
whether it is unemployment benefits.
travel concessions, or any other of the
101 points I can mention.

I say, therefore, if that be a fair sum-
mary of the Government--as I believe it
to be-then we on this side of the House
would be failing in our duty if we did
not register the strongest protest in respect
of this proposed further imposition on the
ordinary people of the community whom,
by and large, members of the Opposition
represent, as well as do some of the mem-
bers on the Government benches.

Mr. J. Hegney: Misrepresent.

Mr. GRAHAM: They occupy their seats
in this Parliament because the ordinary
average persons, a few short months ago.
were misled. I am hoping and trusting
that the malicious and vindictive tenden-
cies on the part of this Government will
become known to the People. When they
become known to the masses, there will
be no question whatsoever as to the fate
of this Government when it confronts the
people at the poll.

MR. PERKINS (Roe-Minister for
Transport-in reply) 1t23 a.m.]: Once the
House carried the previous measure, this
measure became necessary in order to carry
out the purpose of the former Bill. I would
hate to disappoint the member for East
Perth by not referring to the fact that it
is exactly the same measure which he sup-
ported two short years ago. The member
for East Perth is apparently worried about
te tendencies of this Government.

Mr. May: He probably has cause to be.

Mr. PERKINS: From time to time we
hear many people in the street who dis-
agree with the member for East Perth.

Mr. Graham: I think you have been
reading The West Australian too closely.

Mr. PERKINS: I think they have recog-
nised that the previous Government was
rapidly reducing all the people in Western
Australia-rich and poor alike-to a
common level of poverty. That is what It
amounts to.

Mr. Hawke: Especially the present Min-
ister for Transport.

Mr. PERKINS: The Government has had
some measure of success in restoring pros-
perity to Western Australia; and members
on the other side of the House will be ex-
tremely disappointed from time to time to
see further advances in that direction.

Mr. Graham: Put it in a leading article
today and You will do it tomorrow.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes-fl3.
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A. Manning
-Mr. Brand Sir Ross McLarty
M~r. Bunt Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Court Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Cronitelia Mr. Owen
3Mr. Omayden Mr. Perkins
Mr. Gutharie Mr. Roberts
Dr. Bean Mr. Wild
M~r. Hutchinson Mr. I. W. Manning
Mdr. Lewis (Teller.)

Noes-fl0.
Mr. Andrew Mr. W. Hegney
Mdr. Blekerton Mr. Jaileson
Mr. Brady Mr. Kelly
Mr. Evans Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Moir
Mr. Graham Mr. Rowberrn
'Mr. Hail Mr, Sewell
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tome
'Mr. Heal Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. May (Teller.)

Pairs.
Ayes. Noes.

Mr. Watts Mr. Rhatigan
JMr. Giddleld Mr. Norton
Mr. Mann Mr. Nulsen

Majority for-3.
Question thus passed.

'Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. Crommelin) in the Chair; Mr. Perkins
(Minister for Transport) in charge of the

Bill.
Clause I put and passed.

Clause 2-Metropolitan Region Improve-
mnent Tax:

Mr. GRAHAM: I move an amendment-
Page 1, lines 11 and 12-Delete the

words "and for each year of assess-
ment thereafter".

If we pass this amendment, the Com-
mittee will have agreed to the striking of
a tax until the end of the current finan-
cial year. There is nothing unworkable
or impracticable in this amendment.
Neither is there anything new or novel in
imposing a time limitation. There are
many pieces of legislation where this has
been the rule-for instance, those dealing
with Parliament H-ouse grounds; rents and
tenancies; price control; unfair trading
control;, betting-holy of holies, surely that
one word is worthy of page one on to-
morrow's newspaper l-the Lotteries; and
so on. As this is imposing a burden on
the public for a particular purpose, and
the duration is not known to anyone, the
limitation is only reasonable. If we give

a Kathleen Mavourneen decision on this
Bill-which we will do if we agree to it
in the manner in which it is before us-
then no doubt Governments of the future
wvill find some reasons or excuses for con-
tinuing the levy on the public, particularly
as some favoured few are exempt, and
they will not care tuppence, and there
could be considerable difficulty in getting
changes effected.

If the Government had a majority of
members on its side this evening to pass
this taxing measure, surely in 12 months'
time-unless some of its followers found
it out and admitted the fact in the in-
terim-the Government should enjoy a
majority next year and accordingly be able
to pass continuing legislation. As long as
the Government enjoys the support of the
majority of the members, it will be pos-
sible for it to continue imposing this tax.

From all of this it will be seen that first
of all there is nothing extraordinary in the
actiun that is being taken. It will be appre-
ciated that the tax is allegedly of a
temporary nature. It will give all of us--
and that means, in this Chamber, 42 of us
-an opportunity of having some say from
now until Kingdom come, and it will be
possible for us in a salutary manner to
indicate to the Government of the day-
whether it be Liberal, Labour or anything
else-what we think of the steps that are
being taken to implement the plan.

With the passing of the previous Bill,
which becomes a permanent piece of legis-
lation, and the passing of the taxation
measure in its Present form, we make it
permanent. It does not matter whether
the Government is instructing its depart-
mental officers-which in turn means the
authorities by and large-to do the most
stupid and absurd things, we will not be
able to do anything about it other than
make a few fulsome speeches in the
Chamber. But apart from that, we will be
completely impotent in regard to dealing
with this legislation.

Is, that fair and reasonable? Is It right
that we should be binding our successors
for ever and a day ? is it proper that we
should by a deliberate decision, after it has
been pointed out, take from all but eight
members of the entire Parliament of 80,
the right to interfere with this taxation
measure ? For the benefit of new members
on both sides, I would say that only when a
Message from His Excellency is received in
the Chamber at the instigation of a
Minister of the Crown can steps be taken
in respect of legislation which imposes
taxation. Such steps can be initiated only
in the Legislative Assembly.

Surely, therefore, there are quite a
number of important matters of principle
to be considered, apart altogether from the
merits or demerits of this simple piece of
legislation which we are now considering.
So I ask members to agree to the deletion
of these words.
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Mr. PERKINS: I just wish to briefly
indicate that I must oppose this amend-
ment. The legislation is designed to imple-
ment the Stephenson Plan. Surely it Is
not contemplated that there will be any
major interference with this finance which
is necessary to implement the plan for
some considerable time to camel In
order to give the necessary stability, the
Committee should agree to the tax on the
present basis,

Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes-20.

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Biecerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney

Mr. Bovel
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr, Kenn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Mr. Rhatigen
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen

Mr. W. Hoene
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Moir
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Noes-22.
Mr. W. A. Mar
Sir Ross McLa
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimino

the Stephenson Plan must realise that Its
implementation will involve the expendi-
ture of millions of pounds. In five years or
less, with revaluations and a rise in the
unimproved value of land, the amount of
tax payable will be much greater; and with
the increase in population, the return from
the tax may be £330,000 or £430,000.

The amendment, if agreed to, would
leave the Government with a return of
perhaps £70,000 for the first year; and then
the Minister, next year, could inform
members how far short of requirements
that return had been, and what would be
necessary for the ensuing 12 months.

Mr. PERKINS: I oppose the amendment.
The Stephenson plan will take as long to
implement as it would have taken under
the legislation introduced in 1957, when
the member for Mt. Hawthorn was a mem-
ber of the Cabinet which supported that

(Teller.) legislation. Do not let us be two-faced
about the business. Most of the points

kning raised by the honourable member were
nty discussed on the previous measure and this

is merely to implement It. I oppose the
amendment.

Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Wild
Mr. L. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Watts
Mr. Oifieid
Mr. Mann

Majority against-2.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I move an amend-
neent-

Page 2, line 2-Delete the word
"halfpenny" with a view to inserting
another word.

According to the figures the Minister
gave recently, the tax will bring in between
£130,000 and £140,000 per Year. In speaking
to the amendment moved by the member
for East Perth, the Minister said the legis-
lation should not come before Parliament
each year, but should have an element of
permanency because, for a number of years,
it would be necessary to implement the
Stephenson Plan. For how many years
does the Minister think the tax will be
levied ? Does he know what the Stephen-
son Plan will involve?

Mr. Brand: Do you ?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Of course the Minister
does not; and that is why members on this
side of the Chamber are trying to ensure
that Parliament has an opportunity each
year to determine whether the tax shall be
continued. Anyone who reads the details of

[561

Mr. BRADY: I do not think the Minister
has given sufficient thought to this amend-
ment. In the two years since the legisla-
tion was first introduced the State has
gone back financially, our exports have
fallen off considerably, and workers' mar-
gins have dropped. In 1952. the basic
wage was £11 18s. 6d.; in 1956. it was
£13 is. Gd.; and today, it is £13 8s. In the
metropolitan area, local governing bodies'
costs have increased from six and one-
third million pounds to ten and a quarter
million pounds--a 50 per cent. increase.

We should be considering how much the
ratepayers can stand. As compared with
two years ago, taxation has gone up; and
there is a limit to what people can pay.
This session, two extra taxes have been
placed on the taxpayers of the metropolitan
area, and therefore this amendment
should be agreed to.

Mr. GRAHAM: I support the amend-
ment. What a pitiful exposition we have
had from the Minister. Never before have
I known a Minister to have so completely
prostrated himself before the form of the
previous Government. He is prepared to
accept every line and every word of legisla-
tion that Government introduced two years
ago. Perhaps we should remind him of
some of the actions of the previous Gov-
ernment to see whether we receive the
same blind loyalty from him. Argument
does not mean anything to the rank and
file opposite; they, like the member for
South Perth-even if he does not know
what Bill is before the 'House-vote with
the Minister. They are like their counter-
parts at the other end of the building.

Mr. May: They are not there now.
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Mr. GRAHAM: No, they knocked off at
8 o'clock; and they knocked off for a week
to go to the races, whether they had any
business on hand or not. They are the
people who reduced the land tax on their
friends in the country to the tune of
£200,000 net, which had to be met by the
workers of East Perth and other places.

The Minister has given us no indication
of how he intends to spend the money, or
how far it will go. The organisation has
not yet been set up; and if £140,000 is
regarded as sufficient for the financial year
1960-61, which will be a full 12 months'
operations, for this financial year-and
there will be only six months left by the
time all stages of the Bill have been passed
-surely £70,000 will be sufficient! That
would be the effect of the amendment.
Apparently the Minister wants to go
through with the proud distinction of not
having a single "i" dotted in the Bill;
and no doubt his reward will be to see his
name included in the new year's honours!
Irrespective of what logic or argument is
adduced in favour of the proposition, the
attitude of the Minister, and those who
blindly and silently follow him, is bound
to be the same.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Andrew
Bickerton
Brady
Evans
letcher

Graham
Hall
Hawke
Heal
J. Hegney

Bovell
Brand
Burt
Cornell
Court
Craig
Grayden
Guthrie
Henn
Hutchinson
Lew is

Ayes.
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen

Ayes-20.
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Molt
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tomis
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Teller)
Noes-22,

Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Wild
Mr. I. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Pairs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Watts
Oldfield
Mann

Majority against-S.

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause Put and passed.

Title Put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 1.5 a.mn (Wednesday).

£rgiqlatuz, QnunriI
Wednesday, the 2nd September, 1959
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.3D
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TIMBER FELLING

Forests Department Work for Private
Sammillers

1.The Hon. J1. MURRAY asked the Min-
ister for Mines:
(1) in which areas (if any) does the

Forests Department contract or
tender for felling of timber on
behalf of private sawmlllers?

(2) How many falters (if any> are
engaged in this work?

(3) What is the contract price per
load obtained for this work?

(4) What price per load is paid to
fallers employed on this basis?

(5) Are tools supplied and maintained
by the department; if so, on what
terms?

The I-on. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) South-east of Boyup Brook.
(2) Five.
(3) Uls. 3d. per load (full vollume)

which includes all costs and ser-
vices supplied by the department
in addition to actual falling.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
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